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GREEN SPACES ALLIANCE 
 

Quarterly Newsletter 

Summer 2016 

 The Heat is On!  The Dog Days of Summer 2016 are upon us and we can’t seem to get away from the 

intense summer sun.  But let’s be grateful for a few things: 

 There have been a lot less 100○ days than other summers;  

 We had great rainfall for the year thus far;  

 The hottest part is now, so we are on the downhill side of it and heading toward cooler days! 

Sometimes summer is a great time to slow down and take it easy, perhaps take a break from our busy 

spring gardening, planting, hiking or fiestas.  But not for Green Spaces Alliance!  We have been busy working on 

new projects and plans, getting ready for fall and finding more ways to connect people to nature.  Our 

Community Gardens Program is on the verge of its 10th anniversary.  With 44 community gardens in our 

network, in all parts of San Antonio, there is a lot to celebrate!  We also feel there is a lot going on in the 

gardening and urban agriculture world outside of community gardens and we are ready to join in.  We are 

expanding this program to include urban agriculture venture, native and sustainable land management for 

homeowners and businesses, and promote Low Impact Development (LID) plans and projects for San 

Antonio.  Community Gardens do many of these things now, and will continue to do them, as well as 

continue to connect communities with healthier, more active lifestyles, fresh, organic produce and be a link to 

strengthen neighborhoods and communities.  To work towards our urban ag ventures and sustainable land 

management projects, we have brought a new staffer on board!  Chris Babis is the new Green Spaces 

Sustainable Urban Landscapes Manager. He is already working of some funding opportunities and drafting 

strategic plans & projects.   

We also are welcoming a new face for our Land Conservation & Stewardship Manager.  Tyler Sanderson 

joined the Green Spaces Staff in mid-June, as we bid goodbye to Philip Bedford, who headed off to law 

school.  Tyler is making great connections with landowners and working hard with the Master Naturalists 

working on Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve.  Join us each 1st Saturday starting September 3rd for a fun and 

educational interpretive hike at our 31 acre jewel located on Judson Road, just outside of Loop 1604. 



Left: Building 
compost bins at the 

Composting  
Work(ing)shop at 
Pittman Sullivan 

Community Garden.  
Photo by Maggie 

Wilmoth 
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Picture Your World Youth Photography is gearing up for a new school year of fresh faces, ready to go 

explore nature with their digital cameras and our own Carra Garza!  She has a few new places to take the 

participants, and I am sure they will discover many fascinating things to photograph. 

Our annual fundraising gala will be soon – October 6th, at Scenic Springs in Grey Forest, (19215 Scenic 

Loop Rd, Helotes, TX 78023).  Our theme is “Land We Love” to celebrate the land conservation that has 

occurred in and around San Antonio over the last 16 years.  We will honor the two City of San Antonio 

programs that have truly changed the landscape around us: The Edwards Aquifer Alliance Program and the 

Howard W. Peak Linear Creek Trails.  Please consider joining us that evening to pay tribute to the people 

who have made these programs the success they are today and who will carry it forward into the future.  If 

you are unable to attend, please consider making a donation to Green Spaces Alliance to help support the 

great conservation work we do, and help us continue connecting people to nature, improving the quality of 

life in San Antonio and saving green spaces for generations to come. 

Gail Gallegos, Executive Director 

Demo of DIY ollas at the Ollas Berms & Swales  Work
(ing)shop at Olmos Park Terrace  Community Garden. 

Photo by Bea Caraway 

Right: Alamo Area 
Master Naturalists 
clearing ash juniper 

(aka cedar) at 
Bulverde Oaks  

Nature Preserve 

Picture Your World workshop students exploring 
Cibolo Nature Center, September 2015 
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The 2016 SicloVerde Garden Bike Tour was a success!  On 

May 7th, 65+ riders participated in their choice of 3 bike 

tours or a walking tour and visited as many as 12 urban 

gardens and rode up to 29 miles! Cyclists and volunteers, 

gathered at the William R. Sinkin Eco Centro to disperse 

throughout San Antonio to see a decade’s worth of work manifested into productive, beautiful urban green 

spaces. Cyclists saw more than just vegetables since Green Spaces’ urban gardens are so diverse in their design 

and application.  Participants explored gardens that not only have rainwater collection systems, but have 

developed Low-Impact Design (LID) techniques to expand their passive water collecting capacity for food 

crops.  Cyclists viewed how savvy urban gardeners can grow food sustainably in the city as well as utilize native 

plants and wildflowers to increase pollinators and provide beautiful 

sitting areas for their neighbors to gather.  In addition to featuring 

Green Spaces Alliance Network Gardens, the tour also included 

some local urban farms: Renewable Republic and the San Juan 

Mission Historic Farm. 

The tour seeks to build 

awareness of urban green spaces in San Antonio and also the issues facing 

cyclists and pedestrians in terms of safe cycling routes and neighborhood 

walkability. The pace people take during an event such as SicloVerde helps 

them to soak in more of their surroundings.  Participants may gain a better 

understanding about the current conditions that might make commuting by 

bike or by foot challenging to urban residents.  Surely, if recreational riders 

encountered challenges, then residents may also have them.  Certainly, the 

challenge of the event creates a bond within groups of riders, further adding 

to the experience. 

It was such a pleasure to have the opportunity to showcase these amazing 

efforts and broaden their exposure to the general public.  The work of all 

these dedicated gardeners is love made visible and Green Spaces (especially 

me) thanks you for allowing us to be a part of it!  Thanks again to Green Spaces volunteers, board members, 

and supporters for helping us make the day safe and successful.  Viva la Verde! 

by Michelle Gorham, Community Gardens Program Manager  

Bikes + Gardens = Awareness x Fun! 

Cyclists ready to launch from Eco Centro 

Our stellar sponsors with us on the ride! 

Above: Cyclists at Renewable Republic 

Below: At the Gardens of St. Therese 
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Picture Your World wrapped up a successful year of 

youth programming at our annual May awards 

ceremony and reception.  The May 26st reception 

honored this year’s youth contestants in the annual 

juried nature photography competition.   Entrants 

included those from the SAISD and Edgewood Picture 

Your World Elementary Program along with 

photographers from other school districts, private 

institutions and homeschool students throughout 

Bexar County.   Competition jurors were Joe Harjo and 

Jennelle Esparza.  Joe is on the faculty and the 

Photography Department Studio Manager at the Southwest School of Art.  Jennelle is a San Antonio based 

photographer who teaches at the Southwest School of Art and has lead workshops at the McNay. 

The Phil Hardberger Park Urban Ecology Center provided the perfect setting to exhibit the thirty winning 

photographs.  Over 200 attendees were present as our special guest and Master of Ceremonies, Ron 

Nirenberg, handed out the thirty awards.  A total of twenty four students received honorable mention in two 

age groups: 8-12 years and 13 -18; six students were awarded 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place cash prizes in the two age 

groups as well.  

Following the awards presentation, guests enjoyed 

refreshments courtesy of Jim and Carol Gillingham and had 

a chance to admire the winning photos and view a 

slideshow of all the beautiful entries in this year’s 

competition.  With the support of CPS Energy, Picture 

Your World was proud to produce this unique exhibition 

programming opportunity for our youth. 

Currently, the thirty winning photographs are on view for 

the public at REI in their community training room where 

they will remain through September.  Green Spaces is 

pleased to partner with REI to further recognize the 

participants in our Picture Your World programming.  A 

gallery of the photographs can also be found on the Green Spaces Alliance website and Facebook page.  These 

winning images of Texas wildlife and flora, enthusiastically captured by our curious and creative youth, 

demonstrate why Green Spaces Alliance is dedicated to conserving our natural environment and engaging a 

diverse community in the enjoyment of the outdoors.  

With school out and families traveling during the summer months, the programming takes a break until 

September.  However, we are busy making plans for a very exciting new season of photography and 

opportunities for youth and families to connect with nature.  We will post our 2016-2017 workshop schedule 

in August and hope you will join us on the trails in the coming months! 

Picture Your World 2016 Photography Competition & Ceremony 

by Carra Garza, Picture Your World Program Manager  

Awards announced and  presented by Ron Nirenberg 

Award winning and honorable mention students next              

to their photos at the Urban Ecology Center 
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Land Conservation Program — Passing the Baton 

by Tyler Sanderson, Land Conservation & Stewardship Manager  

Happy Summer Everyone!  This quarter has sprouted many new 

changes for GSA. Most likely the largest adjustment will be our Land 

Conservation and Stewardship Manager leaving us to further his 

education. Philip is currently enrolled in an officer training class with 

the Army, after which he will relocate to Fort Worth and begin working 

towards his degree with Texas A&M Law, with plans on focusing on 

Environmental Law.  I have stepped in to fill his shoes.  However, in 

my brief time with GSA, I have come to see from all those he worked 

with, that Philip has left me with quite a reputation to live up to. The work he has done has changed lives, and 

much of his work will be recognized long into the future. 

I am excited for the opportunity as Land Conservation and Stewardship Manager and am prepared to work as 

hard to continue fulfilling the mission of Green Spaces Alliance. I am a transplant to San Antonio from 

Lexington, KY, where I studied and worked at the University of Kentucky in Forestry and Biosystems 

Engineering, with a focus on soil, hydrology and land 

reclamation. I look forward to continuing the excellence of the 

Edwards Aquifer Protection Program (EAPP), and I am 

particularly looking forward to the development of Bulverde 

Oaks Nature Preserve (BONP). Before departing, Philip was able 

to secure a grant from Texas Parks and Wildlife for $44,000 to go 

towards the development of trails and education on BONP. This 

funding, as well as funding from adopt-a-trail sponsorship and 

donors, will allow us to continue the great progress there. 

Mid-June brought about another new development at GSA.  A 

volunteer group of Alamo Area Master Naturalists began a 

weekly volunteer effort at BONP. We are excited and grateful to 

have this crew working with us. Their knowledge and dedication is ideally suited for the protection and growth 

of BONP’s trails and natural habitats. We also have several other volunteer groups help out from time to time, 

and plan to begin volunteer events that will be open to the public soon.  We will continue to have monthly 1st 

Saturday guided hikes, starting back up on September 3, and other potential public events in the future. Your 

help and involvement has been much appreciated, and I recognize that we would not be able to function 

without the help of volunteers and donors. 

Come explore our Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve and see 

some of the land Green Spaces Alliance is conserving!  

Next public tour day: Saturday September 3rd 

9:00am-11:00am 

Bring your friends and family!  Dogs welcome!  

RSVP: https://www.greensatx.org/events/ 

Tyler and Philip at  

Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve 

Alamo Area Master Naturalists volunteering at     

Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve 

https://www.greensatx.org/events/bulverde-oaks-public-hike/
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Upcoming Events! 

Saturday, Aug. 27  How to Start a Community Garden Workshop   9am-2pm 

Saturday, Sept. 3  Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve—Public Tour  9am-11am 

Saturday, Sept. 17  Herbs out of the Box Work(ing)shop    9am-12pm 

Saturday, Oct. 1  Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve—Public Tour  9am-11am 

Thursday, Oct. 6  2016 Gala: “Land We Love”     6:30pm-9pm 

Saturday, Oct. 8  Attract Pollinators to the Garden Work(ing)shop  10am-11:30am 

Saturday, Oct. 15  SoL Center Bulverde Oaks Tour & Picnic   morning, TBD 

Saturday, Oct. 22  Harvest Blitz National Food Day    5:30pm-9pm 

For more events, locations, details, and registration, visit www.greensatx.org/events 

 

GREEN SPACES ALLIANCE 

4901 Broadway, Suite 211 

San Antonio, TX 78209 

greensatx.org 

(210)222-8430 

Your donation to  

Green Spaces Alliance  

makes a difference.  

Thank you for supporting our mission. 

Like us on Facebook  

and follow us on Twitter 

@greenspacestx 

and Instagram 

greenspacesalliance 
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To celebrate our land and water, honor 

accomplishments of  local partners and initiatives to 

protect our most valuable resources, and support 

future conservation projects. 

Thursday, October 6th, 2016 
6:30-9:00pm 

Scenic Springs, Grey Forest, TX  

More information at greensatx.org/events 

http://www.greensatx.org/upcoming-events/donate
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Green-Spaces-Alliance-of-South-Texas/38403936245
https://twitter.com/greenspacestx
http://instagram.com/greenspacesalliance/

