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GREEN SPACES ALLIANCE 
November 2017 Newsletter 

A Note from Gail — E. Gail Gallegos, Executive Director  

The Giving Season: You Make It Happen      

 How many of you played outside frequently as a child? How many children that you now know 

play outside as frequently as you did? Thanks to you, over 500 children visited different natural areas 

in Bexar County with a professional photographer, a Master Naturalist, and a loaned camera if they 

needed it, through Green Spaces’ Picture Your World Program. Studies show that children who 

spend time in nature are happier, healthier, and smarter. They experience nature up-close and 

learn how to capture it with the camera. Imagine how many of those children had never been to a 

natural area, or been shown how dragonflies dance across 

ponds, and how to identify different bird species? Imagine that 

instead of a camera and a naturalist, they had simply walked the 

trails. Would they have noticed all these details, or connected 

with their natural environment in the same way? On behalf of 

these children, thank you for sharing the importance and 

diversity of nature and helping them value nature in our lives. 

 At a recent Title I elementary school workshop, one 

young boy was in awe that he was being lent a camera to use for 

the day. Little things that many of us with smartphones take for 

granted can make a dramatic difference in the lives of others. 

The young student spent the day eagerly hunting for creatures to 

photograph and listening as the adults helped him learn how to get the best shot. Picture Your World 

began in 2002, and we have watched many of these excited and enthusiastic young people grow into 

teenagers and young adults, deeply connected to nature and knowledgeable about the environment 

around them. Some have gone on to photography or environmental careers. That is not the goal for 

everyone. The goal of Picture Your World is to allow children to see the natural environment around 

them and feel safe to explore, learn, and engage with nature. Without your help, many of these 

children would still be unaware of this part of their world, only experiencing nature through a movie, a 

smartphone or not at all. Today, they are excited and eager to explore and picture their world. 

 Every day, your support makes stories like these possible.  

Claire Lewis, 2017  Picture Your World 

honorable mention 

http://greensatx.org/picture-your-world/
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(Continued from page 1) 

 Today, we’re launching our 2017 Year-End Campaign. Our goal is to help an additional 500 

children explore and photograph our beautiful and diverse Bexar County environment. You see, 

even though we helped over 500 children this year, there are still so many more Title I schools for 

which we couldn’t hold a Picture Your World program because we currently do not have the 

resources to do so. That’s why our goal for this campaign is to raise $15,000 by December 31st. 

If we raise that amount, we’ll be able to purchase more loaner cameras, pay the venue costs for 

places like the Botanical Gardens and Government Canyon State Natural Area, cover the costs of 

transportation, and buy flash drives for the children to store their photographs. And we need your 

help to make it happen. 

 Would you be willing to make a special year-end donation of $50, $100, or whatever you 

can afford, to help us meet our goal and bring more children into these natural areas to 

explore, learn and engage? 

We simply can’t do it without you. Your support will make a real, lasting impact in young lives. 

 Please, click here to make your donation now. Hundreds of children will benefit Picture 

Your World addresses the intellectual, creative, and emotional needs of a 

diverse youth population by restoring their relationship with Texas’ rich 

natural environment. Thank you for your continued support and 

friendship. 

 

With gratitude, 

 

E. Gail Gallegos 

Executive Director 

Shout Out from Gail 

 by Gail Gallegos, Executive Director 

 Welcome New Staff! Kathy Hamilton is Green 

Spaces’ new Development and Outreach Manager 

and Judy Temple is our Urban Land & Water  

Intern. We are so glad to have you both onboard!  

 Thank you to all the SA Flow Fest Sponsors,  

Participants, and Volunteers. We had a great day  

Saturday the 4th, with 120 registered participants, 

plus family & friends! Lots of fun, food, and  

activities! 

 Express News Subscribers – Please be on the  

lookout for the SAN ANTONIOgives nonprofit  

section that will appear in the Express-News on 

Thanksgiving Day—Thursday, November 23rd (and Sundays through December), highlighting 

the tradition of philanthropy in San Antonio. Please vote for Green Spaces Alliance in this  

advertising revenue fundraiser! Thank you! 

Judy  Temple (third from left), our new Urban 

Land & Water Intern 

Nia Woody, 2017  Picture 

Your World 1st place winner 

http://greensatx.org/get-involved/wa_donate/
http://www.expressnews.com/?utm_campaign=mysa
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 Green Spaces Alliance is very fortunate to have many community partners. Some are large and 

mid-sized corporations, and others are like-minded groups with a strong interest in preserving and 

protecting our local urban environment and waterways. We also have many individuals who donate 

time and expertise assisting us with a variety of workshops to enrich and educate the community. 

 One such individual is Peter Hernandez. Peter has been a valued partner since March 2017. 

Pete is a true local, having graduated from St. Mary’s University with a B.S. in Industrial Engineering. 

Most of his working life (33 yrs.) was spent at AT&T putting his degree to work.  

 Upon retirement, Pete came up with a “bucket list” of hobbies and interests to complete before 

2020. In 2015, he joined the Native Plant Society of Texas-SA and did some public outreach and small 

Internet projects for them. He has completed the Native Landscape Certification Program and is a 

docent/volunteer for these classes as well as an At-Large board member for the San Antonio chapter. 

 Already possessing 25 years of 

composting experience, Pete obtained the 

Master Composter Certification offered 

through the State of Texas Alliance of 

Recycling in 2016. This class enabled him 

to sharpen his skill and speed up 

composting through the use of 

vermicomposting. The area around Pete’s 

home is a composter’s paradise with bags 

of leaves and other carbons, numerous 

worm bins, and even a refrigerator that 

holds worm foods. These are kitchen 

scraps to the uninformed among us. This 

hobby is what brought Pete to Green 

Spaces Alliance, allowing us to offer the 

following workshops: worm towers, flow-

through worm bins, and hot/cold 

composting. Facilitating these workshops 

has also led to over 150 hours of volunteer composting outreach training to Green Spaces’ network 

gardens and the Judson and the San Antonio School Districts.  

 In 2017, Pete also completed the Alamo Area Texas Master Naturalist Program and logged 

over 200 volunteer hours with the Texas Parks and Wildlife system, providing docent/public outreach 

with the San Antonio River Authority, Eco Centro, Mitchell Lake Audubon Center, and Medina River 

Natural Area. By December 5, 2017, he will complete the Guadalupe County Master Gardener 

Program with full certification. Let’s not forget the required volunteer hours for this program, either! 

Can you believe that 82 hours have been spent providing elementary students Junior Master Gardener 

instruction at La Vernia Primary School and The Texas Agricultural Education and Heritage Center 

(The Red Barn in Seguin, TX)? Soon you can expect a new business from Pete named Prospect Forest-

IDEAS (Innovation, Design, Educating, Applications for the urban gardener is a sustainable way). We 

wish Pete success in this venture.  

 Pete is married to the love of his life, Caroline, and is the father to 3 grown sons. Each of his sons 

are Eagle Scouts, and his support of the Eagle Scout Program has not stopped—the family ranch in 

Mountain Home has hosted a 3-day Wilderness Survival Camp for 14 years as of January 2018! Pete is 

also a Merit Counselor with the Boy Scouts, assisting with wood carving, photography, and safety, and 

has been on the Eagle Scout Review Board since 2010. 

 Peter is an individual who embodies the life of selfless volunteerism. From the bottom of our 

hearts, we thank you, Pete, and look forward to many more years working with you. 

Hero of the Month: Volunteer & Partner Peter Hernandez 

 by Jerry Hess, Urban Land & Water Program Manager 

Left: Pete leading a composting workshop. Right: Pete crossing the 

finish line at SA Flow Fest & Run on November 4, 2017 at Hemisfair. 

http://npsot.org/wp/sanantonio/
https://txmn.org/alamo/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/
https://www.sara-tx.org/
https://www.alamo.edu/sac/SinkinEcoCentro/
http://mitchelllake.audubon.org/
http://www.sanantonio.gov/ParksAndRec/Parks-Facilities/All-Parks-Facilities/Parks-Facilities-Details/ArtMID/14820/ArticleID/2574/Medina-River-Natural-Area
http://www.sanantonio.gov/ParksAndRec/Parks-Facilities/All-Parks-Facilities/Parks-Facilities-Details/ArtMID/14820/ArticleID/2574/Medina-River-Natural-Area
https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/
https://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/
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Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve Happenings 

 by Tyler Sanderson, Land Conservation & Stewardship Manager 

Bulverde Oaks Nature 

Preserve received another gift 

from an Eagle Scout in 

September. Ben Andrews 

secured funding and 

volunteers to build and install 

3 cedar benches for resting 

and reflection along the main 

trail. Thank you, Ben, for your 

project and congratulations on 

earning Eagle Scout. 

Alamo Area Master Naturalists have 

worked to create trail corridor on the 

less explored portion of Bulverde 

Oaks. The trails are a work in progress, 

but are now passable thanks to 

volunteers. Several new plant and 

animal species have been observed on 

this section of trail. 

 

A Giant swallowtail butterfly caterpillar takes up 

residence on one of its host plants, the lime prickly 

ash (aka. toothache tree). Disguised as bird 

droppings, it appears to be inedible.  When 

confronted, though, it goes on defense by raising an 

appendage from its underside to look like the forked 

tongue of a snake. 

 

Volunteers from Work Out Help Out (WOHO) came to 

Bulverde Oaks on September 30th. They brought 30+ 

volunteers and their usual elevated energy. WOHO 

helped finish the construction of 3 more 

picnic tables and cleared the corridor and 

tread for a small loop from the site of the 

future outdoor classroom to the bat 

prairie. This will be the terminus of the 

future ADA-accessible trail from the 

Left: WOHO staff lead a kids’-only exercise break. 

Right: Green Spaces Alliance’s Tyler Sanderson 

briefs volunteers on the day’s service projects. 

Left: Green Spaces Alliance’s Land Conservation & Stewardship Manager, Tyler Sanderson, with Ben Andrews. Right: Ben 

and his Eagle Scout team building cedar benches at Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve. 

Left: Master Naturalist doing trail work at the 

preserve. Right: ribbit! 

https://greensatx.org/bulverde-oaks/
https://greensatx.org/bulverde-oaks/
https://www.workouthelpout.org/
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Quick to spread. 

Aggressively forms dense 

thickets which outcompete other 

plants, altering its local 

ecosystem. Prolific seeder that 

spreads by birds and other 

animals, carried by water, or by 

root sprouts. Adaptive to a wide 

array of soil, moisture, and light 

conditions. Shade tolerant and 

grows well in the understory of forests, especially along fence and power lines, streams, and 

bottomlands. Once established, it is incredibly difficult to eradicate. 

A shrub or small tree growing as tall as 30 ft. with spreading branches. Young twigs 

are covered with small hairs. Evergreen deciduous leaves grow opposite approximately 2 inches long. 

Leaves are elliptical with smooth margins, dark green with a waxy surface and lighter colored underside. 

Flowers in the spring with fragrant, pungent, white flowers that grow in clusters approximately 4 inches 

long which can cover the shrub. Mature fruit is dark blue and abundant in clusters. It is a very common 

plant in landscaping and is still sold in nurseries. 

In small areas with young plants, hand pulling can be effective. Root sprouting 

makes it important to pull the entire root. Foliar spray of herbicide may work on small areas, but 

consider the surrounding desirable vegetation. The most effective removal is by cutting the stem close to 

the ground in the spring before fruit production and selectively painting with a 10-20% solution of 

glyphosate (RoundUp) and water.  Stump painting should occur immediately after cutting, and the 

glyphosate should have a surfactant for penetration. Please refrain from planting in your landscaping. 

Texas mountain laurel (Sophora secundiflora) 

Also an evergreen deciduous tree, with dark leaves and 

similar height, Texas mountain laurel is a good native 

replacement.  It grows well in limestone alkaline soils 

and needs minimal water. Fruits are bean pods with 

red seeds. It does not grow as dense, but the deep 

purple flowers offer a much more pleasant smell.  

Left: Chinese privet/ligustrum foliage and flowers. Right: Fruit/berries of the 

ligustrum plant. 

Mountain laurel bean pods Texas mountain laurel in bloom 

Page 5 
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Green Spaces Alliance continues to develop our programs, expand our existing activities, and increase 

our outreach opportunities. None of this would be possible without the support of our dedicated  

members and donors. 

 

We all want to ensure that future generations will be able to enjoy green spaces, gardens, parks and 

trails. To protect land in our area, educate this and future generations about the importance of preserving 

land, to create public gardens that foster a sense of community, to create trails and save green space – 

these are lofty goals that require support to accomplish. 

 

In the coming months, Green Spaces Alliance will be kicking off a new 

membership program. Our goal is to recognize the importance of our  

valued existing supporters and, at the same time, reach out to  

potential new members who may be new to the ideals of Green Spaces  

Alliance. Our easy, secure, online donation form allows you to choose a 

one-time membership donation, or pledge a monthly contribution. You 

can donate online, by mail, or come by our office to donate in person! 

UPDATED membership forms will be available at Green Spaces Alliance 

events as well. 

 

In addition to financial contributions, we also rely on our volunteers to 

help us at events and even spread the word about Green Spaces Alliance 

and the work we do. Please contact our office to find out about volunteer opportunities that match your 

skills and interests. 

 

Together we will continue our mission to sustain the natural environment and enhance our urban spaces 

through land conservation, community engagement and education. Watch this space for updates on our 

new outreach program! 

Growing Green Spaces Alliance with Your Help 

 by Kathy Hamilton, Development and Outreach Manager 

Participants in the November 4th SA 

Flow Fest and Run at Hemisfair 

Picture Your World 

 by Carra Garza, Picture Your World Program Manager 

Picture Your World recently wrapped up its fall elementary workshop sessions. Our 5 participating 

elementary schools were treated to hands-on educational experiences with the camera at San Antonio 

Botanical Garden and Friedrich Wilderness Park.  During the workshops, students are given a lesson 

on photography composition. Each student is assigned a point and shoot digital camera and 

instruction is given on its operation. A Master Naturalist leads the participants on an interpretive hike, 

allowing time for students to photograph along the way. Creativity is highly encouraged. All students 

will get their photos back so they can share their unique perspective of the natural word with family 

and friends. 

Here is what a few of our 5th grade participants had to say about their Picture Your World experience: 

“Exploring is fun and learning is more fun.” 

“I learned that it is fun to be outside.” 

“I didn’t like it that we have to leave.”  

“We got to learn new things that I did not know about.”                                              (Continued on page 7) 

http://greensatx.org/get-involved/memberships/
http://greensatx.org/get-involved/memberships/
http://greensatx.org/get-involved/wa_donate/
http://greensatx.org/events/
http://greensatx.org/events/
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GREEN SPACES ALLIANCE 

108 E. Mistletoe Ave. 

San Antonio, TX 78212 

greensatx.org 

(210)222-8430 

Your donation to  

Green Spaces Alliance  

makes a difference.  

Thank you for supporting our mission. 

 

GREEN SPACES ALLIANCE 

108 E. Mistletoe Ave. 

San Antonio, TX 78212 

greensatx.org 

(210)222-8430 

Your donation to  

Green Spaces Alliance  

makes a difference.  

Thank you for supporting our mission. 

Like us on Facebook  

and follow us on Twitter 

@greenspacestx 

and Instagram 

greenspacesalliance 

Upcoming Events        
 

Saturday, December 2       Public Tour: Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve     9am - 12pm 

Saturday, December 2       Bluebird Nesting Box Workshops       9am - 11am & 1 - 3pm 

Saturday, January 6 , 2018        Public Tour: Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve     9am - 12pm 

Sunday, January 20              Gardening 101 at Mahnke Community Garden     9:30am - 11:00am 

Sunday, January 20        Cross-Cultural Conversations at CIELO CG     10am - 12:30pm 

Sunday, January 21        Picture Your World at Land Heritage Institute     1pm - 4:30pm 

Sunday, January 27        Tower Gardening for Small Spaces       10am - 11:30am 

Saturday, February 3       Gardening 102 at St. John-Neumann CG      9:30am - 11:30am 

Saturday, February 3       Public Tour: Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve     9am - 12pm 

Sunday, February 11       Picture Your World at Confluence Park      1pm - 4:30pm 

A Few Photos from Recent Picture Your World Workshops 

https://greensatx.org/get-involved/wa_donate/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Green-Spaces-Alliance-of-South-Texas/38403936245
https://twitter.com/greenspacestx
http://instagram.com/greenspacesalliance/

