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GREEN SPACES ALLIANCE 
October 2017 Newsletter 

A Note from Gail — Gail Gallegos, Executive Director    

You can almost taste it on the cooler mornings we have been teased with lately… FALL is coming! 

Green Spaces Alliance recently moved to a new (old) office in the form of a beautiful historic house on 

East Mistletoe Avenue in the Monte Vista area. 

It was a joy for three days to open all the windows in the 

house and let that cool breeze swirl through this house.  Until 

later in the season, it is hit and miss for cool weather. But 

guess what? By Saturday November 4, 2017, it will be 

glorious weather in San Antonio! Why November 4th? 

Because Green Spaces Alliance of South Texas is putting on a 

great day of fun called SA Flow Fest & Run on November 4th 

at Hemisfair’s Yanaguana Garden and Playground for SA 

Flow Fest and Run, from 10am - 3pm. SA Flow Fest is a 

gathering of energy and movement, benefiting the environment. This event is a celebration and an 

opportunity to reflect on how energy and movement, in many forms, is all around us, shapes our 

environment and ultimately the human experience. A portion of the 

proceeds will benefit Green Spaces Alliance of South Texas and our local 

environment. 

Festivities begin at 10am with a chip timed 5k and a 3k fun 

walk/run down along the river. Competitive Walkers are 

encouraged to participate in our 5K!  To participate in the 

3K/5K, registration is required at www.saflowfest.com.  

The City Parks & Recreation Department will be giving away trees. 

 

Throughout the day there be yoga, music, kid’s activities and creative 

play, local food, beer, and wine. Admission to Hemisfair is free and open to the public.  

(Continued on page 2)      

 

http://www.saflowfest.com/
http://www.saflowfest.com/
http://www.saflowfest.com/
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Many of the day’s activities will also be free! You do not have to be a runner or walker to enjoy all 

the festivities! Come on out for food and other activities and support Green Spaces Alliance! 

Flow Fest is a family-friendly and pet-friendly event, 

and is endorsed by the Mayor’s Fitness Council!  

Venue: Hemisfair’s Yanaguana Garden and 

Playground, 434 S Alamo St., San Antonio, Texas, 

78205 

Parking for SA Flow Fest is generously donated through CPS Energy at the Navarro Street Garage 

Parking. Parking Pre-registration Required in order to receive the parking pass for this location. 

Thank you to our wonderful sponsors and partners for helping make this fun day possible and 

successful. 

  

S-M Hixon 

Family Foundation 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

Kersey Ceramics LLC 

  

 

 

 

 

https://www.fitcitysa.com/
http://hemisfair.org/
https://www.cpsenergy.com/
https://www.fitcitysa.com/
http://www.kerseyceramics.com/
http://www.sanantonio.gov/ParksAndRec/
https://www.cpsenergy.com/
https://www.sara-tx.org/
http://hemisfair.org/
http://www.elementkombucha.com/
http://www.adamsenvironmental.com/
https://texaschildreninnature.org/
http://therivardreport.com/
http://www.mpstud.io/
http://www.kerseyceramics.com/
http://www.tpr.org/
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Gerald (Jerry) Hess has been part of the staff of Green Spaces Alliance since August of 2016, but his 

gardening roots go much deeper than that. He has been the Community Garden Steward of the 

Mission Branch Community Garden since 

the planning stages of this great garden, in the 

Summer of 2015. Mission Branch Community 

Garden was opened in February of 2016. 

While still young, it boasts 5 active beds of 

varying heights to accommodate different 

abilities. 

 

Jerry has been gardening since as long as he 

can remember (we won’t ask his age). One 

grandfather had vegetable and flower gardens 

and another grandmother raised flowers. He 

has been a “San Antonian” since 1985. When 

asked what his favorite plant is and why he 

gardens, his response is “None. I find them all 

fascinating, be it weed, bush, tree, vegetable 

or fruit. It's interesting to watch growth 

patterns, bloom periods, what insects are 

attracted to them and in what ways can the 

plant be utilized; food, medicine? Come on a 

walk with me and you're likely to find me 

smelling and tasting leaves. It's a great way to build a relationship with plants. I spend about 10-12 

hours a week gardening. That, between my home and the Community Garden.”  

 

Why is he passionate about gardening and helping 

others learn about gardening? Jerry says, “People 

should garden in order to build a relationship with the 

plant. When you do this, you respect ‘that plant’ more 

and you begin to respect the spaces that plants occupy. 

Gardening is intimacy. Do it with a friend.” 

 

Jerry encourages people to join our Green Spaces 

Garden Network in order to learn about the world 

around them and learn from others in the tribe. Jerry 

feels our 'garden tribe' has a lot to offer in the way of 

experience, such as programming, problem solving, 

seeing the big picture of gardening and how it fits into 

the natural world and open spaces. Each garden is unique and so are the people who occupy the 

space within the garden.  

 

We are so grateful to have Jerry Hess with us at Green Spaces Alliance. Thank you, Jerry, for all the 

people and plants you touch with your caring, passion and wisdom!  

Hero of the Month: Urban Land & Water Program Manager, Gerald Hess 

 by Gail Gallegos, Executive Director 

Right: Jerry at work in the garden 

Left: Jerry at work teaching a container gardening workshop 

at Mission Branch Library 

https://www.facebook.com/missiondistrictgarden/
http://greensatx.org/urban-agriculture/
http://greensatx.org/urban-agriculture/
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Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve Happenings 

 by Tyler Sanderson, Land Conservation & Stewardship Manager 

During the rain events and cooler temperatures resulting from Hurricane Harvey weather patterns, 

similar to my own liveliness, the wildlife at Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve were active and content. 

The photos below were taken over a period of nine days at a single location. This snapshot can give us 

a true understanding and appreciation for what happens under our noses, even inside the City limits. 

 

 

Left, top to bottom:  nine-banded armadillo, white-tailed deer buck, gray fox, opossum  

Bottom, middle: wild turkey; Right, top to bottom:  gray-shouldered hawk, feral hog, common raccoon, striped skunk 
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The breakdown of soil particles by physical or chemical processes. Human activity is the 

main cause of soil erosion today. South Texas has a shallow layer of soil already sitting only inches from 

the bedrock. Any erosion here can quickly limit productivity of agriculture and native landscapes. 

Likewise, soil erosion is 

harmful to our waterways; 

producing sediment in 

streams, limiting oxygen 

availability, and causing a 

decline of water creatures. 

Sediment also finds its way 

into our aquifer, making the 

water harder to clean and 

filter, and impacting the 

underground habitat. 

Caused by water and wind but effects are increased by human involvement. In 

agriculture, overgrazing of a landscape reduces vegetation cover, exposes more soil, and limits root 

growth which holds soil in place. Tilling loosens soil 

particles making them easier to move. Without suitable 

ground cover or quickly established plants, those 

particles will wash or blow away. Water droplets break 

up the soil while water buildup washes sediment away. 

This happens naturally when it rains but irrigation of 

crops and landscaping intensifies the process. 

Construction is also a major 

cause. When earth is moved 

for construction projects soil 

is loosened. Even with 

proper engineering, soil is 

lost to the storm drain. 

Impermeable surfaces, such 

as heavily compacted soil or 

concrete, allows almost none 

of the water to enter the 

ground, resulting in greater runoff, reaching streams almost immediately, and making discharge of that 

stream greater than the natural channel can allow.  

Left: Erosion can create steep banks and dangerous gullies across the 

landscape, and limits the soil’s capacity to hold water. Right: Fencing livestock 

out of waterways reduces stream bank erosion and overgrazing. 

Above, top: Construction reduces ground cover. Above, left to right: Increased 

runoff overwhelms streams and rivers, leading to flooding.  
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Planting natives that don’t have high water needs, creating a species diverse 

landscape with lots of ground cover, and rotating livestock to allow forage to re-grow will permit more 

roots, holding soil together while water infiltrates. Reducing or eliminating mowing near a stream will 

improve the diversity of roots from grasses, shrubs and trees. It is recommended to not till on high 

slopes and to establish ground cover quickly. Using erosion matting on exposed soil, reducing the 

amount of impermeable surfaces, and installing low impact development structures will help hold soil 

in place and water to infiltrate. 

 

The preceding “South Texas…” feature article was written by Tyler Sanderson, Land Conservation & 

Stewardship Manager, as it is each month. Green Spaces Alliance would like to congratulate Tyler on his first 

publication in a scientific paper: “Long-Term Evaluation of Acidic Atmospheric Deposition on Soils and Soil 

Solution Chemistry in the Daniel Boone National Forest, USA" in Water, Air, & Soil Pollution. Read it here: 

http://rdcu.be/wlq9   

Left to right: Example of an un-mowed diverse landscape; rain gauge at Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve. 

Homeowners can use one to know how much rainwater their plants received and whether they need to water; 

mulching a garden reduces splash erosion when watering. 

Public Notice of Re-Accreditation 

Green Spaces Alliance of South Texas has applied for re-accreditation through the Land Trust 

Accreditation Commission, an independent program of the Land Trust Alliance. 

Please review our public notice of re-accreditation. 

Comments on Green Spaces Alliance’s application will be most useful 

before January 6, 2018. 

To learn more about the accreditation program and to submit a 

comment, visit www.landtrustaccreditation.org, or email your 

comment to info@landtrustaccreditation.org. Comments may also be 

faxed or mailed to the Land Trust Accreditation Commission, Attn: 

Public Comments: (fax) 518-587-3183; (mail) 36 Phila Street, Suite 2, 

Saratoga Springs, NY 12866. 

https://www.sara-tx.org/lid-sustainability/low-impact-development/
http://rdcu.be/wlq9
http://www.landtrustaccreditation.org/
http://www.landtrustaccreditation.org/
https://www.landtrustalliance.org/
http://greensatx.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Public-Notice-Final.pdf
http://www.landtrustaccreditation.org/
mailto:info@landtrustaccreditation.org
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Picture Your World 

 by Carra Garza, Picture Your World Program Manager 

Light and its expression in color are what photography 

seeks to capture.  Understanding how color works 

scientifically in the camera are fundamental to 

enhancing your creative image making.  As we 

transition to the fall season, come learn and explore 

ideas in color at our next Picture Your World youth 

program.  The workshop will be held Sunday, October 

22nd from 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Warbler Woods Bird 

Sanctuary in Cibolo.  Registration is on-line at 

www.greensatx.org.  Go to Programs; Picture Your 

World and Events.  Registration questions, contact 

Carra Garza, carra@greensatx.org. Students from Advanced Learning Academy explore 

San Antonio Botanical Garden 

GREEN SPACES ALLIANCE 

108 E. Mistletoe Ave. 

San Antonio, TX 78212 

greensatx.org 

(210)222-8430 

Your donation to  

Green Spaces Alliance  

makes a difference.  

Thank you for supporting our mission. 

 

GREEN SPACES ALLIANCE 

108 E. Mistletoe Ave. 

San Antonio, TX 78212 

greensatx.org 

(210)222-8430 

Your donation to  

Green Spaces Alliance  

makes a difference.  

Thank you for supporting our mission. 

Like us on Facebook  

and follow us on Twitter 

@greenspacestx 

and Instagram 

greenspacesalliance 

Upcoming Events        

 
Sunday, October 22            Monarch & Pollinator Festival at The Pearl            9am - 2pm 

Sunday, October 22            Artisan’s in the Garden at The Eastside Sprout CG   2pm - 5pm 

Sunday, October 22        Picture Your World at Warbler Woods Bird Sanctuary     1pm - 4:30pm 

Saturday, November 4             SA Flow Fest and Run                                         10am - 3pm 

Saturday, November 11       Farm Day at Mission San Juan                                          10am - 3pm 

Sunday, November 12       Picture Your World at Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve   1pm - 4:30pm 

Tuesday, November 28       Giving Tuesday         All Day 

Saturday, December 2       Public Tour at Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve               9am - 12pm 

 

              * Have you registered to run/walk at Flow Fest? * 

                                     saflowfest.com  

             SA Flow Fest — November 4 from 10am to 3pm 

http://greensatx.org/eventsee/picture-your-world-weekend-workshop-2/
mailto:carra@greensatx.org
https://greensatx.org/get-involved/wa_donate/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Green-Spaces-Alliance-of-South-Texas/38403936245
https://twitter.com/greenspacestx
http://instagram.com/greenspacesalliance/
http://www.saflowfest.com/
http://www.saflowfest.com/

