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GREEN SPACES ALLIANCE 
September 2017 Newsletter 

A Note from Gail — Gail Gallegos, Executive Director    
An End to Summer? No Way! 

I’m not going to lie. I know it’s hot, but I love summer. The feel of the sun, and a breeze to give some 
relief. Looking out my office window, I see the blue sky and trees swaying in the wind, and it takes all 
my resolve to be an adult and keep to my computer. Summer is the time you can be a kid again. In San 
Antonio and the surrounding area, summer weather can last until about Halloween! While it may be the 
“back to school” time, it still feels like summer, and I can feel like a kid in the sunshine! 

Childhood summers were spent riding bikes to the Guadalupe River, or exploring the Hill Country 
looking for a cool creek. I was a Kerrville girl. 
Today, backyard is the Salado Creek, plenty of 
nature, and an awesome city trail that meanders 
near the creek for 15 miles and beckons me every 
day to come explore! This trail system will continue 
to expand; join the Leon Creek trails and other 
segments of the Salado Creek trail system. Heaven! 

Summer finds many of us at the intersection of 
responsibility and relaxation. Green Spaces staff 
get caught here, too. We love our mission to 
sustain the natural environment and connect our 
community to nature. But we LOVE getting out in 
nature too, especially in summer. Nothing is better than jumping in a cool river on a hot Texas day. I 
crave a respite from technology, stress, and the constant demands that come with modern life and 
work. I don’t think I am alone. My sanctuary is outdoors. Again, I don’t think I am alone. 

So, here’s my suggestion. Get yourself outside, soak up the sun (with plenty of SPF 50), and recharge 
your batteries!  It is scientifically proven – I am pretty sure – that we humans are solar-powered. As 
your stress evaporates in a cloud of fun, hold on to that feeling. Then, when you are back at work or 
home, remember that Green Spaces Alliance is here to protect those special places you love, and help 
you feel like a kid again. Life is too short to be a grown up all the time. Get Outside & Have Fun!          
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Green Spaces Newsflash & Updates 
 by Gail Gallegos, Executive Director 
Our hearts go out to our family, friends, and colleagues in Houston and the coastal area who have 
been impacted by the devastating flooding of Hurricane Harvey. San Antonio Mayor Ron Nirenberg 

has created a relief fund to streamline local donations to 
evacuees and service providers in Houston and in communities 
along the Texas coast hit by Hurricane Harvey. The "Mayor's 
Hurricane Relief Fund" will go toward unnamed agencies and 
charitable organizations that are already working in the Harvey-
impacted areas. Make a tax-deductible donation to his fund 
here. We have our fellow land trusts in our thoughts, and hope 
they are well, and that Green Spaces can be part of the 
rebuilding process. Land Trusts serving this area include: Bayou 
Land Conservancy, Big Thicket Natural Heritage Trust, Coastal 
Bend Land Trust, Colorado River Land Trust, Cradle of Texas 
Conservancy, Ducks Unlimited, Galveston Bay Foundation, 

Guadalupe-Blanco River Trust, Gulf Coast Bird Observatory, Houston Audubon, Katy Prairie 
Conservancy, Native Prairies Association of Texas, Scenic Galveston, Texas Agricultural Land Trust, 
Texas Cave Management Association, Texas Land Conservancy, and The Nature Conservancy. 

A very special Thank You! to the wonderful people who joined our July campaign,  
donating to the Linda Hardberger Community Garden Endowment 
Fund!  

Judith N. Morton, Jefferson Bank & Vince Bordano, Gardopia  
Gardens, Terrell Heights Community Garden,  Michelle Duenas, 
James Gillingham, Linda Hallstead, Diane Duesterhoeft, Stephen 
Lucke, Shannon Blackburn, Diana Kersey & Christina Palafox, Lisa 
Fuentes, Beatrice Caraway, Marjorie Block Milbourn, Catherine 
Thomas Myers, Bridget Garmon, & Kristina Moen  

Welcome Aboard, Glenda! 
A Great Big Texas Welcome to our new staff member, Glenda 
Luttrell!  She has joined us to help with our fall event, Flow Fest, 
happening November 4th from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Visit the official 
website, http://www.saflowfest.com, to learn more about this 
exciting event.  
 
Glenda is assimilating back into Real Life after seven years of 
desert life in Terlingua (West Texas). Her youngest of four children 
just headed off to college, and she is spending her new free time 
building up teams for our 3k/5k race. I met Glenda six years ago on 
a rafting trip along the Rio Grande. I am thrilled to have her positive 
energy and enthusiasm promoting Flow Fest! Happy to have you 
aboard, Glenda! 



G  S  A  N                 S  2017 

P  3 

Hero of the Month: Work Out Help Out (WOHO) 
 by Tyler Sanderson, Land Conservation & Stewardship Manager 

Work Out Help Out volunteers came to Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve on a scorching day in July. 
They helped build picnic tables for resting spots along our trails and put together a rainwater 
catchment to provide a water source for wildlife. They also found time to get in a good workout. 
Thanks to Work Out Help Out and their volunteers for helping make Bulverde Oaks what it is today! 

 

Le , from top to bo om: Learning about 

Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve; building a 

rainwater catchment for wildlife; WOHO 

integrates exercise into every community 

service project, taking turns performing 

exercises during “breaks”. 

Right, from top to bo om: Assembling picnic tables for use by hikers; 

workday group photo 

As Dawn Hatch, Phil 

Hardberger Park 

volunteer with the Park 

Naturalist Land 

Management Program, 

has said of WOHO, 

“You canʹt get any 

better volunteers or 

leaders than those 

who are involved with 

this group of people. 

They come out rain or 

shine and give every 

ounce of energy they 

have and their time 

helping their local 

communities. I canʹt 

say enough good 

things about them.” 
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Prolific seeder and root sprouter, growing quickly in dense 
patches. Seeds are spread by birds and carried by flowing water. 
Outcompetes native vegetation by growing rapidly with minimal 
diseases, insect pests or pathogens. Fallen leaves can alter soil 
conditions, making it difficult for common natives to grow. Berries 
are poisonous to humans and wildlife while not providing much 
nutrition.  

Deciduous tree growing up to 50 ft. Reaches 
reproductive maturity quickly and has rapid growth up to 20 ft. in 4 
years. Leaves are complexly compound forming an umbrella shape. 
Lance-shaped leaflets have serrated edges, dark green upper surface 
and pale underside. When crushed, the leaves have an unpleasant 
aroma. Lavender flowers form in clusters in the spring. Yellow, berry-
like fruit grows in clusters in the summer, remaining on branches past 
leaf fall. Bark is dark brown, purple, and reddish. Young bark is 
smooth. Scaly, deeply-furrowed older bark has a striped appearance.  

Found in colonies across the landscape, but prefers forest edges and 
stream sides with moist, well-drained soil. 

The best method of removal is cut stump 
and basal spray with herbicide. Untreated cuts will re-sprout with 
many branches. When pulling saplings, the entire root must be  
removed or it will re-grow. Early spring is the best time to cut; when 
the tree is actively growing but fruit has not been produced. When 
cutting a tree with fruit present, it is advised to carefully keep track of falling fruit. If fruit is left on site, 
more trees will sprout.

Western soapberry (Sapindus saponaria 
var. drummondii) 

Similar in growth pattern and leaf structure to Chinaberry, soapberry 
is a good native replacement. Fruits are reddish gold. When mashed 
and added to water, the fruit creates a foam that was used as a 
detergent by native people and settlers.  
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Summer Photography 
 by Carra Garza, Picture Your World Program Manager 

Improving your nature photography means 
taking full control of your camera. Come 
learn the pros and cons of different digital 
cameras, from smartphones and compact, to 
more advanced DSLR and Mirrorless 
systems. “How a Camera Sees” will be our 
first lesson topic as we kick off the 2017-
2018 Picture Your World Youth Photography 
Program. Our first workshop is Sunday, 
September 10, at Mitchell Lake Audubon 
Center from 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Join us 
for a fun and educational season of nature 
photography workshops! We have new 
natural areas to experience along with some 
of our favorite sights to photograph and 
explore again. Picture Your World Youth Photography Workshop par cipants at 

Mitchell Lake Audubon Center. 

Garden Happenings 
 by Chris Babis, Urban Land & Water Program Manager 

The Urban Land & Water program has begun partnering with Compost Queens, exploring the Bokashi 
process. The term Bokashi is a Japanese word that means “fermented organic matter” and, when  
managed properly, can effectively break down organic materials. The August 17th workshop at Terrell 
Heights Community Garden was a success. Thank you, Kate and Betsy, for an excellent presentation! 

Registrants of this free workshop 
were able to take a Bokashi kit 
home to trial. Stay tuned for more 
great garden-based education  
opportunities related to water  
conservation and resilient food  
systems. Please take look at the SA 
Area Urban Gardens Map we 
have put together. Reach out to an 
existing garden, get involved, or 
contact us if you know of those who 
are looking to start a new garden 

Kate and Betsy from Compost Queens 

educate Terrell Heights Community 

Garden workshop par cipants about the 

bokashi method of compos ng. 
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GREEN SPACES ALLIANCE 
108 E. Mistletoe Ave. 

San Antonio, TX 78212 
greensatx.org 

(210)222-8430 

Your donation to  
Green Spaces Alliance  

makes a difference.  
Thank you for supporting our mission. 

Like us on Facebook  

and follow us on Twitter 
@greenspacestx 

and Instagram 
greenspacesalliance 
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Land Trust Alliance’s “Land is My…” Video Contest 
The Land Trust Alliance is holding a video contest to award cash prizes to the best 2-minute videos that 

show how you connect with the land. Do you play on it? Make your living from it? Explore it? Just look 

at it? Share your connection to the land 

and you could win $500, $1000, or 

$2000 – plus the chance to designate 

the land trust of your choice to 

receive $10,000! Submission deadline: September 30, 2017. Winners announced December 13, 2017.  

Learn more: www.landismy.org 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Saturday, September 9 STEM Expo at San Pedro Springs Park            1pm - 4pm 

Sunday, September 10 Picture Your World at Mitchell Lake Audubon Center       1pm - 4:30pm 

Saturday, September 16 Bokashi Workshop at Mission Branch Library           8:30am - 10am 

Saturday, September 23 Science in Nature at Cibolo Nature Center                         10am - 2pm 

Saturday, September 23     Garden-Based Learning Workshop at Bowden Elem.      10am - 12pm 

Saturday, September 23 Block Party for Flow Fest at Freetail Brewery (S. Presa)    12pm - 4pm 

 
   * SAVE THE DATE:  
      Flow Fest — November 4 from 9am to 7pm 
                        saflowfest.com 


