
Land Trust Accreditation: Why It Matters 

Green Spaces Alliance was founded in 1998 as Bexar Land Trust, Inc.  In 2013, our organization was accredited by the 

Land Trust Accreditation Commission.  What does this mean?  To use the Commission's words, it signifies excellence, 

trust, and permanence.  A land trust is a nonprofit organization that works to protect natural areas by negotiating         

voluntary agreements with private property owners to leave their land undeveloped in perpetuity.  

Landowners may choose not to develop property in order to further important conservation values such as family herit-

age, wildlife habitat, quality and quantity of drinking water, and iconic Texas landscapes.  Under a conservation easement, 

the landowner retains his or her current use of the property and agrees to allow periodic monitoring to ensure that the 

terms described in the easement are upheld.  Some conservation easements may provide tax advantages to the landowner.  
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Scenic landscapes on GSA property in Bexar and Kendall Counties 

Sincerely, 

Julia Murphy 

Executive Director 

GREEN SPACES ALLIANCE 
 

Quarterly Newsletter 

Summer 2015 

Accredited land trusts must meet national standards and adhere to ethical 

and technical guidelines through a rigorous review process. This insures 

both land donors and the community that natural areas and working lands 

under conservation easements will be protected forever.  As a local land 

trust, we focus on south Texas and have helped conserve over 50,000 acres 

in our region. We want to make sure that the resources we depend on, the 

lands we love and that our part of our identities will be around for those 

who come after us.  Even if you live and work in the city, don't you treasure 

knowing that "a drive in the country" will still exist to recharge your       

spirit?  And, that's just one of the benefits open lands provide.   

      Thank you for supporting the work we do!  
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Legislative Update:  The 84th Texas legislature has     

appropriated two million dollars for the Texas Farm and 

Ranch Lands Conservation Program.  Since 2005, the       

program has existed under the General Land Office of Texas 

and has not received any funding. The program has also been 

moved to the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, where it 

has received a warm welcome.  This result was assisted by 

those who participated in the Land Trust Lobby Day, put on 

by the Texas Land Trust Council, which included multiple 

representatives from Green Spaces Alliance.  Thank you to 

everyone who planned, participated, and promoted with us! 

Land Conservation Updates 

GREEN SPACES ALLIANCE 

4901 Broadway, Suite 211 

San Antonio, TX 78209 

greensatx.org 

(210)222-8430 

Your donation to  

Green Spaces Alliance  

makes a difference.  

Thank you for supporting our mission. 

Like us on Facebook  

and follow us on Twitter 

@greenspacestx 

and Instagram 

greenspacesalliance 

By Philip Bedford 

Philip Bedford, June Kachtik, and Chris Christensen  

at GSA’s property in Kendall County 

Monarch Migration:  In March, the Monarch butterfly 

migration began  when millions of butterflies left Mexico and 

moved up through Texas, in particular San Antonio.  One of 

our properties, a 91-acre tract in northern Kendall County, 

had an abundance of the native milkweed Antelope Horn. 

Recently, President Obama proposed spending $82.5 million 

to research for pollinators and proposes to restore over 7   

million acres of pollinator habitat in the next 5 years.  Our 

community gardens have been one step ahead with many of 

them already containing "Monarch Waystations," featuring 

native plants that support and nurture these important     

creatures.  

Native-Texas Milkweed:  Antelope Horn 

Photos by Julia Murphy 
Spring Rains:  This year's weather has brought many changes.  Stage 1 

watering restrictions have been lifted because the aquifer is now more than  

670 ft. above mean sea level.  Roadside wildflowers have looking amazing. Our wooded property was inundated with 

stormwater runoff.  Nevertheless, the properties we own continue to support an abundance of diverse wildlife.  There 

has not been one visit this spring that I haven't seen some type of megafauna (whitetail deer and wild hogs) darting away 

through the woods.  Our hearts go out to those who have lost loved ones and whose property has been severely       

damaged.  For now, we are following the recommendations of the TPWD and leaving all debris from the flooding      

exactly where it lies.  We hope that those who can do the same, will.  

http://www.greensatx.org/upcoming-events/donate
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Green-Spaces-Alliance-of-South-Texas/38403936245
https://twitter.com/greenspacestx
http://instagram.com/greenspacesalliance/
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By Carra Garza 

Picture Your World celebrated another successful year of youth programming at our annual May awards ceremony and 

reception.  The May 21st reception honored contestants in the annual juried nature photography competition. Entrants 

included those from the SAISD and Edgewood Picture Your World Elementary Program along with photographers 

from other school districts, private institutions and home-school students throughout Bexar County.  The              

photographers and artists invited to juror the record number of 150 entries in this year's competition were Trish      

Simonite, Mark Menjivar and Tracy Lynch. 

The Phil Hardberger Park Urban Ecology 

Center provided the perfect setting to    

exhibit the thirty winning photographs and 

celebrate the students' beautiful 

work.  Over 200 attendees were present as 

our special guest and Master of             

Ceremonies, city Councilman Ron           

Nirenberg, handed out the thirty 

awards.  Each year, a total of twenty-four 

students receives honorable mention in two 

age groups: 8-12 years and 13-18, and six 

students are awarded 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 

place cash prizes in the two age groups      

as well.   

Councilman Nirenberg presents awards to winning entrants 

2014-2015 Picture Your World Awards Ceremony Highlights Talented Area Youth 

Following the awards presentation, guests enjoyed refreshments 

and had a chance to admire the winning photos and view a 

slideshow of all the beautiful entries in this year's competition.   

Currently, the thirty winning photographs are on display for the public at REI in 

their community training room where they will remain through                         

September.  Green Spaces is pleased to partner with REI to further recognize the 

participants in our Picture Your World programming.  The winning images of 

Texas wildlife and flora, enthusiastically captured by our curious and creative 

youth, demonstrate why Green Spaces Alliance is dedicated to conserving our  

natural environment and engaging a diverse community in the enjoyment of the 

outdoors. 

With the support of CPS 

Energy, Picture Your 

World was proud to     

produce this unique    

programming opportunity 

for our youth.  
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Michelle Gorham and Chef Chuck Hernandez 

Harvest Blitz: A Celebration of Seasonal Garden Treats             

Harvest Stations and Harvest Blitz events are part of the Green 

Spaces Alliance Community Gardens program "Fruitful San 

Antonio Initiative" to bring awareness to the abundance of 

fresh, local food grown in San Antonio's community gardens 

and how this food source can positively affect human health 

and well-being.  Fruitful San Antonio events are due in part to a 

generous grant through the Aetna Foundation.  Please join us 

for our next Harvest Blitz on October 24th, 2015 at River Road 

Community Garden, 780 E. Huisache, SATX 78212 where we 

will celebrate San Antonio's fall harvest.  You can find more 

info and register on our website.   

Harvest Blitz participants engaged in activities that     

showcased the benefits of seasonally appropriate garden-

to-table fare from easy salsa and pesto recipes to hand-

shaken, stevia-sweetened ice cream and refreshing summer 

herbal mocktails.  The local-food-curious also had        

opportunities to swap seeds, plant a new raised bed with       

summer crops and discovered just how far processed food 

travels from field to plate with GSA's food miles          

interactive display.  

Green Spaces Alliance and gardeners from The Gardens of St. 

Therese joined together to break in their brand-new Harvest  

Station at the second Harvest Blitz of 2015 on June 13th.      

Gardeners and local food enthusiasts gathered for fun activities, 

food sharing and an upbeat and delicious food demo by Chef 

Chuck Hernandez of O'liva, the new downtown farm-to-table 

restaurant and market.    

By  Michelle Gorham 

http://olivasa.com/
http://olivasa.com/
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GSA:  A Proud Member of the American Community Gardens Association 

By  Angela Hartsell 

Last year, Green Spaces Alliance made official its ultimate       

commitment to community-supported urban greening projects: a 

lifetime membership in the American Community Gardening     

Association.  We fondly refer to our international partner as      

ACGA and have been nurturing the relationship for over nine 

years.  It was 2006 when GSA first joined ACGA and first hosted 

ACGA's train-the-trainer style workshop series in San Antonio.  In 

2008, GSA again hosted their Growing Communities 2-day     

workshop but that time local graduates from the first class shared 

their accrued knowledge with a new generation of trainees.  

Since then, both community gardeners and staff have continued to build on this relationship    

using material from the Growing Communities Curriculum at local WORK(ING)SHOPS       

between 2010 to 2015, making recommendations for Spanish translations and digital version of 

the curriculum, participating in numerous ACGA-organized webinars and teleconferences,     

building gardens to add to the international registry and map, sharing the specifications for an 

innovative, staff-designed garden bed to ACGA members around the world, presenting local   

water conservation techniques at the 2014 annual conference in Chicago, reaping the benefits of 

idea-exchange at the 2011 conference in New York and the 2013 conference in Seattle, and 

bringing both dollars and discounted merchandise from ACGA to San Antonio gardens.  

GSA program managers plan to again attend the annual conference in Denver August 13-16 and it's guaranteed to be 

another enriching experience with ACGA members from around the world.  We invite you to join us!  

That is why Green Spaces Alliance is inviting you to its Fall Gala, 

"Sweet Honey Soiree", Thursday October 1, 2015 at The Veranda in 

Castle Hills.   

 

We will be celebrating the other VIPs - the Very Important              

Pollinators.  After all, we couldn't eat a mango or drink a margarita 

without the pollination of the bats, and what a drab and baron place it 

would be without the artistry of the bees and butterflies. 

 

We will be honoring our own board member, Linda Hardberger, a 

"community pollinator" in so many ways.  She will have a magnificent 

surprise for all of us. And, no I won't tell you what it is.  Come and find 

out! 

 Cordially, 

 June Kachtik 

 Board President 

You are a Very Important Person to us! 

http://www.greensatx.org/upcoming-events/register-for-a-workshop?regevent_action=register&event_id=308&name_of_event=Sweet%20Honey%20Soiree%20Gala%20-%20Sponsor

