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Welcome to 2015 Everyone!  
 

We’ve got so much to share with you this year and are excited you’ll be joining us on our journey of               
conservation, community-building, and education.  What speaks to you?  Do you sleep better at night knowing 
that we are working to conserve land that helps protect our water, open space, and critical habitat?  Do you love 
knowing that neighbors are working together to create gardens that not only grow fresh and delicious produce 
but also grow a sense of pride and accomplishment?  Does it make you happy to learn that young people are   
discovering the wonders of our natural world and capturing their wonder through photography?  Green Spaces   
Alliance makes it our everyday mission to do all of these things and so much more! 

Foremost in our minds is the impending renewal of the Edwards Aquifer Protection Program (EAPP). I        
encourage you to let our elected leaders know how  important this is to you by asking them to allow voters to 
elect  in May 2015 to re-up the 1/8-cent sales tax that has enabled San  Antonio to purchase development rights 
from private landowners in Bexar, Medina, and Uvalde counties.  City Council is due to take action on this     
decision on January 29, so time is of the essence! More information can be found on our website. 

I am excited to introduce Philip Bedford, who joined our team this 
month as our Land Conservation & Stewardship Manager.  Read   
further, and you’ll learn about “Fruitful San Antonio,” an initiative 
dreamed up by our Community Gardens gurus, Michelle Gorham and 
Angela Hartsell.  Following the trail of fruits and vegetables from the 
garden plot to harvesting to food preparation to consumption will be 
celebrated through a series of inter-connected projects throughout the 
coming year.  And, watch for more ways you can interact with        
nature:  be it by visiting and viewing one of our  Picture Your World 
photography exhibitions, learning about Colony Collapse Disorder at 
our screening of “Vanishing of the Bees,” riding bikes to some of our 
inspiring community gardens at Sicloverde, or watching bats up close 
and personal at a members-only event at Bracken Cave Preserve.  Let 
whatever speaks to you be your motivation for joining us in our     
mission to sustain the natural environment and enhance urban spaces 
through land conservation, community engagement, and education!  

 With Appreciation,  

 Julia Murphy 

 Executive Director  

http://www.greensatx.org/land-conservation/aquifer-protection-program
http://www.greensatx.org/land-conservation/aquifer-protection-program
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Philip Bedford comes to us holding a Master of Science degree in Environmental Science 

with a minor in Spatial Science from Stephen F. Austin State University.  He is also an       

Adjunct Professor for Environmental Science at the University of the Incarnate Word.  While 

in the United States Coast Guard, he spent the majority of his off time volunteering at local 

wildlife conservation programs and studying Environmental Science at New England College 

in Henniker, NH.  Philip is a life-long lover of the outdoors, and has visited many national 

parks, including Denali and Yosemite.  Philip appreciates the value of land conservation and         

importance of environmental stewardship on a more local level as well.  With his wife and 

two dogs, he can be found on the weekends at many of the local state and city parks within 

San Antonio, working out or just relaxing in the beautiful environment that surrounds us.  

Introducing our new Land Conservation & Stewardship Manager 

Harvest Blitz Events will take place in San Antonio’s premier community gardens. Gardeners, foodies and healthy    

eating advocates are welcome to attend and enjoy the time-honored tradition of sharing food as a community.  Each  

Harvest Blitz will feature local chefs, nutrition experts, garden gurus and fun, fabulous, informative films. Junior League 

volunteers will be available with hands-on food activities for the little local foodie.  A San Antonio first will be the design 

and implementation of 4 Harvest Stations in GSA community gardens. Harvest Stations will encourage fresh food    

consumption at local gardens and create an intentional space for food preparation and sharing among neighbors. Green 

Spaces Alliance will be partnering with local, award winning architects that will act as professional mentors to architecture 

students in the UTSA College of Architecture, Construction and Planning.

Green Spaces Alliance Fruitful San Antonio Initiative seeks to connect the gardener 

with the diner and create opportunities for food-sharing among friends and neighbors. 

Local food is growing in abundance in San Antonio’s Community Gardens and is ready 

to be prepared, shared and enjoyed. Generous support from Aetna’s GoLocal:          

Cultivating Healthy Communities’ program is helping us promote eating fresh fruits and 

vegetables as well as active lifestyles and getting outdoors. Fruitful San Antonio     

consists of three projects. Plot-to-Plate workshops will be held in select GSA       

community gardens for their surrounding community.  Workshops will focus on the 

cycle of food as it grows from a seed to the healthy fare on our dinner plates. 

Locally grown, freshly harvested, lovingly prepared, communally shared, easily digested! 

by Michelle Gorham 

 4th Annual Sicloverde Bike Tour of Community Gardens 

     Saturday  

     May 9th 

The Annual TOFGA Conference 

January 29 - February 1 

Featured Speaker: 

GSA’s own Michelle Gorham! 

Save  

the  

Date 

Green Spaces Alliance volunteers helped hundreds                 
of Girl Scouts earn their CPS Environmental Awareness 
merit patch at their Southwest Texas Annual Cookie Rally 
in January. 

Enthusiastic participants learned all about nature        
photography from Carra Garza as part of their           
badge-earning activities.  CPS Energy is an avid supporter 
of our Picture Your World youth photography program. 

http://www.greensatx.org/upcoming-events/register-for-a-workshop?regevent_action=register&event_id=276&name_of_event=Sicloverde%202015
http://www.greensatx.org/upcoming-events/register-for-a-workshop?regevent_action=register&event_id=276&name_of_event=Sicloverde%202015
http://www.greensatx.org/upcoming-events/register-for-a-workshop?regevent_action=register&event_id=276&name_of_event=Sicloverde%202015
http://www.greensatx.org/upcoming-events/register-for-a-workshop?regevent_action=register&event_id=276&name_of_event=Sicloverde%202015
http://www.tofga.org/2015tofgaconference
http://www.tofga.org/2015tofgaconference
http://www.tofga.org/2015tofgaconference
http://www.tofga.org/2015tofgaconference
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 Picture Your World 

Green Gateways Sunday, February 22 

Medina River Natural Area Sunday, March 22 

Exhibit at EcoCentro until January 29 

and at Central Library January 30 - February 26 

With heavy hearts, we are saying goodbye to GSA Vice President of the Board 

Jim Gillingham after over six years of service.  Jim, an executive at Valero, and 

his wife Carol have been avid supporters of Green Spaces as volunteers and 

contributors.  Jim’s business acumen has been especially helpful on the Finance 

Committee. Their special interest is Picture Your World, with Jim securing    

corporate support and Carol taking care of edible goodies at the annual awards 

ceremony.  Carol is also a talented quilter who has donated her creations to the 

silent auction at our Fall Gala.  We appreciate you, Jim and Carol, and thank 

you for everything you’ve done for Green Spaces Alliance!   

Community Gardens build Community!   

Volunteers doing winter maintenance at  

the Southtown Community Garden.   

Photo by:  Shannan Pfeifer.   

Upcoming Events 

Community Gardens 

Start-Up Info Meeting 

Tuesday, January 27 

“Vanishing of the Bees” 

Movie screening and more! 

Monday, March 2 

Winning Picture Your World photography  

is on exhibit at SAC Eco-Centro and  

Central Library through February 2015. 

  

Staff and board members celebrate the 

opening of the revitalized Collins Garden  

HEB.  HEB’s support will help make  a new 

community garden a reality! 

GREEN SPACES ALLIANCE 

4901 Broadway, Suite 211 

San Antonio, TX 78209 

greensatx.org 

(210)222-8430 

Your donation to  

Green Spaces Alliance  

makes a difference.  

Thank you for supporting our mission. 

Like us on Facebook  

and follow us on Twitter 

@greenspacestx 

and Instagram 

greenspacesalliance 

Call to Action!  

City Council meets January 29th to consider putting the EAPP and    

linear creeks on the May Ballot for funding renewal!  Let them know   

you support this initiative today: 

 Mayor Ivy Taylor (Mayor.Ivy.Taylor@sanantonio.gov / 210.207.7060) 

 City of San Antonio Council Representatives (210.222.7040 or the     

individual numbers/e-mails can be found on each District page at 

https://www.sanantonio.gov/council)  

http://www.greensatx.org/upcoming-events/donate
http://www.greensatx.org/upcoming-events/register-for-a-workshop?regevent_action=register&event_id=256&name_of_event=Picture%20Your%20World%3A%20Green%20Gateways%20Easement
http://www.greensatx.org/upcoming-events/register-for-a-workshop?regevent_action=register&event_id=257&name_of_event=Picture%20Your%20World%3A%20Medina%20River%20Natural%20Area
http://www.greensatx.org/upcoming-events/register-for-a-workshop?regevent_action=register&event_id=272&name_of_event=Picture%20Your%20World%20Exhibit%3A%20EcoCentro%20&Central_Library
http://www.greensatx.org/upcoming-events/register-for-a-workshop?regevent_action=register&event_id=272&name_of_event=Picture%20Your%20World%20Exhibit%3A%20EcoCentro%20&Central_Library
http://www.greensatx.org/
http://www.greensatx.org/upcoming-events/register-for-a-workshop?regevent_action=register&event_id=276&name_of_event=Sicloverde%202015
http://www.greensatx.org/upcoming-events/register-for-a-workshop?regevent_action=register&event_id=273&name_of_event=Learn%20how%20to%20start%20a%20new%20community%20garden%21
http://www.greensatx.org/upcoming-events/register-for-a-workshop?regevent_action=register&event_id=273&name_of_event=Learn%20how%20to%20start%20a%20new%20community%20garden%21
http://www.greensatx.org/upcoming-events/register-for-a-workshop?regevent_action=register&event_id=273&name_of_event=Learn%20how%20to%20start%20a%20new%20community%20garden%21
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Green-Spaces-Alliance-of-South-Texas/38403936245
https://twitter.com/greenspacestx
http://instagram.com/greenspacesalliance/
mailto:Mayor.Ivy.Taylor@sanantonio.gov
http://www.sanantonio.gov/council
http://www.sanantonio.gov/council

