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GREEN SPACES ALLIANCE 
December 2017 Newsletter 

A Note from Gail — E. Gail Gallegos, Executive Director  

This is my favorite month! It’s the time of year when people TRY to slow down, think of their loved ones, 

and focus on what really matters. Folks make an extra effort to hold a door open, say “Merry Christmas” (or 

“Happy Holidays”), and see old friends. Often this is the time people give to organizations they believe in. I 

hope Green Spaces Alliance is one of those organizations for you. Here in Texas, we pride ourselves on our 

big, open land, rugged wilderness, and starry skies. We also can see how much San Antonio has grown and 

continues to expand. As a land conservation organization, Green Spaces Alliance is here to help ensure San 

Antonio’s future grandchildren- and theirs- will enjoy the same beautiful, open Hill Country and South Texas 

that we have today. This holiday season, we are asking you to support Green Spaces Alliance as we work to 

preserve and protect our natural environment and keep our community connected to nature in so many ways.   

Land and water conservation are essential to a healthy South Texas, and Green Spaces works with local 

partners like SAWS and the City of San Antonio to conserve the lands 

we love and the water we depend upon. With your continued support, 

we can do even more. Our Picture Your World Youth Photography 

and Urban Land and Water programs conduct workshops, classes, and 

presentations to educate and engage everyone with their natural 

environment. Nature photography, gardening, beekeeping, pollinator 

and native plant landscaping are just a few of the topics we cover. 

We have more fun planned for 2018. We are expanding our youth 

photography program, increasing our workshops, and moving forward 

with plans for our Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve. We need your 

support to help make it happen. We have a new Membership 

Program and would love to have you as a Green Spaces Member. You’ll be invited to members-only events 

and kept informed on all our activities. Please become a Green Spaces Member today and support the work 

we do. Thank you for your involvement with Green Spaces Alliance of South Texas! Don’t miss the Express-

News article on Green Spaces Alliance by Brendan Gibbons!   

Conservation is the gift that will keep on giving, to this generation and all that follow. Let’s work together to 

#ConserveTexasLand…make a charitable gift to support Green Spaces Alliance today!       

Madison Garner, 2016 Picture Your World 

Competition 

http://www.greensatx.org/
http://greensatx.org/conservation/
http://greensatx.org/picture-your-world/
http://greensatx.org/urban-land-water/
http://greensatx.org/bulverde-oaks/
http://greensatx.org/get-involved/memberships/
http://greensatx.org/get-involved/memberships/
http://greensatx.org/get-involved/memberships/
http://greensatx.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/26Nov2017_SAExpressNews_GreenSpacesAlliance.pdf
http://greensatx.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/26Nov2017_SAExpressNews_GreenSpacesAlliance.pdf
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ConserveTexasLand?src=hash
http://greensatx.org/get-involved/wa_donate/
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Spotlight On: The Master Naturalists Land Management Team 

 by Gail Gallegos, Executive Director 

We are thrilled to take a special moment to say Thank You to the Master Naturalists Land Management Team 

at Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve for their almost two years of amazing volunteer work. Since April of 

2016, Ron Tullius, Herb Goerner, Billie Murrell, Susan McDevitt, Wendy Thornton, Gary Rogers, Hal Manzke, 

and Robert Ambriz have spent Thursday mornings weeding, seeding, digging, identifying, clearing, planting,  

watering and nurturing Bulverde Oaks with only the 

care that a Master Naturalist can give. It is a labor of 

love that sometimes has instant  

gratification, and other times takes years of  

observation and follow up to see results.  Every 1st 

Saturday, the public gets to explore and learn, con-

nect, and engage with nature. These walks are led by 

the same dedicated Master Naturalists. The spark that 

ignites in a child’s eyes when he is shown a hiding  

spider guarding her egg sac, or the novice birder who 

gets to see a blue-headed vireo for the first time, or 

the professional plant person who goes crazy taking  

pictures of everything because there is so much  

diversity within these little 31 acres! These people 

would not have been led on interpretive walks, 

learned about bats and vultures, karst and geology, or 

that lichen has deodorant properties! It is a phenomenal place. But it is phenomenal because 8 people work 

every Thursday to care for, restore, and improve Bulverde Oaks.  New trails emerge, non-native plants are  

removed, signs are posted, pollinator prairies planted, and loving maintenance continues!  These Master  

Naturalists are wonderful, and the work they do is impacting our community, as well as improving the lives of 

the plants and animals at Bulverde Oaks. I am so very grateful they have chosen to support this small nature 

preserve. Thank you for your continued support and friendship. 

Texas Master Naturalists at Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve 

Please speak up for natural areas and land conservation in 

your parks by providing your input in the SA Parks System 

Plan to the San Antonio Parks and Recreation Department 

by completing their online survey — English and Spanish 

versions are available.  

If you love the natural areas and land conservation, speak up 

for nature and the staff who work to protect our natural area  

parks by filling out this important survey.   

Thank you! 

Your Voice Matters to the Future of San Antonio Parks 

https://txmn.org/
http://greensatx.org/bulverde-oaks/
http://www.sanantonio.gov/ParksAndRec/News-Events/SAParksSystemPlan#232912870-survey
http://www.sanantonio.gov/ParksAndRec/News-Events/SAParksSystemPlan#232912870-survey
http://www.sanantonio.gov/ParksAndRec/News-Events/SAParksSystemPlan#232912870-survey
http://www.sanantonio.gov/ParksAndRec/News-Events/SAParksSystemPlan#232912870-survey
http://www.sanantonio.gov/ParksAndRec/News-Events/SAParksSystemPlan#232912870-survey
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The Urban Land and Water Program is looking forward to a season full of educational opportunities. Helping 

to spearhead these projects is Judy Temple, steward at Terrell Heights Community Garden. Judy’s reach 

extends to Lamar Elementary School where she assists with their Master Gardener gardening programs. She’s 

also innovative, being the first steward to bring Bokashi composting and the Compost Queens to her garden. 

 

We find there’s great value in tried and true methods of gardening. January 20th is the first of 4 workshops 

designed to rekindle your romance with fresh foods and how to successfully grow them. The workshops will 

cover the basics of soil, mulch, and irrigation, to bed orientation, plant layout, companion planting, 

composting, and pest control. Remember the 1.1 million people moving to San Antonio in the coming years? 

They’ll need to learn how to garden Texas-style, so spread the word and have them attend! 

 

Do you really enjoy talking with people who prepare dishes from around the 

globe? Please join with Green Spaces and the CIELO garden that is in our 

network. Gardeners and members of the House of Prayer Lutheran Church are 

naming this event Cross-Cultural Conversations Over Food. Participants will 

have the opportunity to talk with the cooks and learn about the ingredients in 

each dish. This will be followed by a shared meal and more conversations. Look 

for one opportunity in January and one in February. Different courses will be 

prepared each time so make sure to sign up for each event. 

 

If you’re looking for some “permanent agriculture” ideas, look for upcoming 

classes on Permaculture. On tap is a series of classes designed for people who 

would like to move towards sustainability. In addition to classroom work, a visit to the presenter’s urban 

home will take place so we can explore larger scale mulching and water collection, how to irrigate using 

collected water, small scale animal production, and fruit tree guilds. It’s amazing what one will be able to do 

on an urban lot. Who knows, we also might create a herb spiral or keyhole garden somewhere in town. 

 

Not to be left out are our soil, water, and trees--they are the base of our ecological triangle. We’ll be doing a 

hike, exploring trees and their roots in order to reconnect with the role they play in preventing erosion by 

slowing rainwater runoff. We’ll also use our sense of touch and smell to examine humus and leaf litter on the 

forest floor, both vital components necessary for water conservation and filtration. 

 

Related to our exploration of soil is a soil composition workshop. Green Spaces was 

gifted a large centrifuge and this will be a good time to spin down different soil and 

compost samples to discuss the results, and how best they might be augmented (if at 

all) in order to perform at their best in the garden. 

 

All of these events are scheduled before the seasonal hot weather sets in. We hope 

you will be ready to join us in our wonderful outdoor classrooms in 2018!  

Looking Forward to 2018 

 by Jerry Hess, Urban Land & Water Program Manager 

Specialty foods from around the 

world. Photo by Gwendolyn 

Stansbury 

Compost 

http://greensatx.org/urban-land-water/
http://terrellheights.org/community-garden/
https://www.compostqueenstx.com/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/gardening-workshop-series/
https://www.facebook.com/CIELO-Garden-at-House-of-Prayer-169652986498250/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/cross-cultural-conversations-over-food/
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Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve Happenings 

 by Tyler Sanderson, Land Conservation & Stewardship Manager 

In November, Green Spaces Alliance hosted members of the 

Texas Outdoors Woman Network of San Antonio (TOWNSA) 

for a Petite Pollinator Picnic at Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve. 

Our Petite Pollinator Picnics are a great way to experience this 

small, secluded pocket of nature. We start the day with a guided 

walk on the trails; we stop to talk about the geology, hydrology, 

flora, and fauna, including, of course, our pollinators. The 

pollinators and pollinated plants that are visible depends on the 

time of year. Bulverde Oaks is incredibly diverse, offering 

something to see during each season. After a guided walk 

around the property, we 

stop at our rescued 

honeybee apiary, 

managed by the Bees in the East. Our beekeeper, James Bills, teaches 

the group all about honeybees during a brief presentation while the 

group enjoys a picnic with food and drinks that we wouldn’t have 

without pollinators. Guests get to take home a list of plant species 

and their pollinator, a map of the Bulverde Oaks property, a 

pollinator plant, and other goodies. 

 

It’s truly amazing how many of the products we consume are only 

available thanks to pollinators. The list of pollinating species includes 

insects (bees, butterflies, moths, flies, beetles, etc.), spiders, birds, 

bats…you name it! 

 

If you are interested in a private group Petite Pollinator Picnic, contact Green Spaces Alliance’s Operations 

Manager, Shannon Blackburn, at (210)222-8430 ext. 304.   

 

Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve’s rescued 

honeybees tend to their hive 

Alamo Area Master Naturalist Ron Tullius 

leading the women of TOWNSA on a guided 

nature walk 

Left to Right: Petite Pollinator Picnic at Bulverde Oaks  Nature Preserve; a small sampling of some of the foods that exist 

thanks to pollinators; picnic attendees enjoying fresh honey straight from the hive 

http://townsa.org/
https://greensatx.org/bulverde-oaks/
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Taking up too much water, inhibiting other 
plants. Killing, choking out, poisoning and/or outcompeting 
other plants. Harmful to the soil. Many landowners think it is 
not a native tree which only recently invaded the Hill Country. 
Other concerns: causes “cedar fever” in many Texas residents. 

Ashe juniper is a native plant and is only 
recently widespread because of fire suppression and livestock 

grazing regimes. Historically, landscape scale fires killed young trees, limiting the 
spread of dense thickets and creating sparse patches where fire did not reach. Other 
trees, shrubs and forbs were reduced by over-grazing, allowing juniper to grow 
denser because livestock do not prefer to consume it. Large, deep-rooted junipers 
hold soil in place and actually help water percolation to deep soils and to the 
aquifer. Junipers are drought tolerant evergreens. The oils produced by their leaves 
have been found to have allelopathic qualities (Young and Bush 2009), meaning 
they can inhibit growth of other plants where the oils are present. The leaf structure 
captures moisture, slowing the rate of throughfall to the ground, but allowing oils 
in the leaves to leach to the soil. Cedar pollen can travel up to 300 miles. While 

pollen from a tree in our backyard will reach us faster, the heavier pollen production comes from all 
over the Hill Country to affect our allergies.  

Ashe juniper is a nursery tree, protecting other young 
plants (e.g. Texas persimmon, madrone and cedar sedge) from browse and providing a proper habitat. 
Due to its allelopathic qualities, Ashe juniper also reduces competition for those plant species not 
affected by its oils. However juniper may eventually outcompete their growth, shade them out or 
otherwise alter the growing conditions enough to prevent their success. It is a larval host for the juniper 
hairstreak butterfly, and the endangered Golden Cheeked Warbler uses only bark from mature junipers 

to build its nests. It is a nesting site and habitat for 
wildlife including 19 species of birds, and many 
mammals that eat the fruit. The same allelopathic 
oils make the wood incredibly rot resistant, for great 
fence posts, and highly combustible, for great fuel 
wood. Dense stands serve as a wind break. 
Management of juniper on rangeland is 

recommended. If left to grow, it may become semi-invasive and have adverse ecological implications. 
Removal of some juniper is recommended when growing in competition with other trees, or when 
growing densely. Single or double trunked trees should be kept, while multiple stem trees may be 
considered. However, removing large patches of juniper on sloped land may cause erosion problems. If 
considering removal for an allergy concern, focus on cutting male trees.  
For more information, contact the Texas A&M Forest Service and the Alamo Area Master Naturalists.  

Young, G.P., Bush, J.K. 2009. Assessment of the allelopathic potential of Juniperous ashei on germination and growth of 

Bouteloua curtipendula. J. Chem. Ecol. 35:74-80 

Left: Female, fruit bearing 

Right: Male, pollen producing 

Golden-cheeked warbler 
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Juniper hairstreak 

https://txmn.org/alamo/the-ashe-juniper/
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Like so many others, I call San Antonio and the Hill Country home. This is where I return to recharge, recon-

nect and reacquaint myself with nature, with the world, and with myself. Some of my earliest (and fondest) 

memories are tied to this area. Although I have lived in other places, the Hill Country has always drawn me 

back, calling me home from afar. 

 

In the two months since I joined Green Spaces Alliance as  

Development and Outreach Manager, I have been able to see firsthand 

just how important the work is that we do. And I know how vital our 

supporters, donors and volunteers are in helping us achieve our mutual 

vision. When taking part in our programs and events, the enthusiasm 

from participants is palpable and contagious. It is that magical feeling of 

suddenly being connected to nature while on a hike through protected 

land. It is that sense of joy, pride and accomplishment that lights up the 

faces of community gardeners tending their crops. It is the wonder in a 

child’s eyes as they learn about nature for the first time, carefully and  

quietly aiming a camera in the hopes of attaining that perfect shot. These 

experiences, these frozen moments in time, are what we hope to keep passing on to future generations. We 

know that none of this would be possible without the generosity of all of our supporters. 

 

As 2017 comes to an end, we are looking forward to a very busy 2018. Our new Membership Campaign is 

kicking off, so watch for updates on how you can become even more closely involved with Green Spaces  

Alliance. Together we will continue to create positive change for our community, our city, and our Hill  

Country.  

Growing Green Spaces Alliance with Your Help 

 by Kathy Hamilton, Development and Outreach Manager 

Picture Your World workshop participants 

from Franklin Elementary School at 

Friedrich Wilderness Park 

Picture Your World 

 by Carra Garza, Picture Your World Program Manager 

Over the next month, most of us will be spending time around family and friends celebrating the holiday 

season.  Perhaps for some, our photographic subject matter will be portraiture more so than nature.  Try the 

following compositional strategies to capture photos of your loved ones that are truly engaging and full of 

character.  

 1. Don’t leave too much headroom. Headroom is the space between the top of your subject’s head 

     and the frame. Too much or too little space can become distracting. The more you zoom in the  

     less you should leave. If in doubt, try shooting with a wider angle to include information and crop 

     in post-production. 

 2. Pay attention to the placement of the eyes. The eyes are the focal point of the composition and the 

     first place your viewer will look. This is a good opportunity to follow the “rule of thirds” and place 

     your subject’s eyes about one third of the way down from the top edge of the frame. Your portrait 

     will have an inherent balance and natural pleasing feel.                                        (Continued on page 7)                                                                   

http://greensatx.org/get-involved/memberships/
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(Continued from page 6) 

 3. Fill your frame. Choose the most interesting thing about your subject and concentrate solely on that, 

     cropping out everything else. Zoom in on your subject's face to capture their features and expression. 

     Don't be afraid to chop off parts of your subject such as the top or sides of their head; it all helps to 

     reduce distractions and focus the viewer's attention even more intently on the important parts of the 

     photo such as the eyes. 

 

More information on portrait photography is available here.  

 

Check out some of our most recent photos from our fall 2017 elementary workshops at San Antonio Botanical 

Garden and Friedrich Wilderness Park: 

 

Upcoming Events        
 
Saturday, January 6 , 2018        Public Tour: Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve      9am - 12pm 

Saturday, January 20       Gardening Workshop 1 at Mahnke CG                  9:30am - 11:30am 

Saturday, January 20       Cross-Cultural Conversations at CIELO CG      10am - 12:30pm 

Sunday, January 21        Picture Your World at Land Heritage Institute      1pm - 4:30pm 

Saturday, January 27       Tower Gardening Workshop at Green Spaces           10am - 11:30am 

Saturday, February 3       Gardening Workshop 2 at St. John-Neumann CG     9:30am - 11:30am 

Saturday, February 3       Public Tour: Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve      9am - 12pm 

Sunday, February 11       Picture Your World at Confluence Park       1pm - 4:30pm 

Saturday, February 17       Gardening Workshop 3 at Terrell Heights CG          9:30am - 11:30am 

Saturday, March 10                  Gardening Workshop 4 at Mainland Square CG        9:30am - 11:30am 

 

GREEN SPACES ALLIANCE 

108 E. Mistletoe Ave. 

San Antonio, TX 78212 

greensatx.org 

(210)222-8430 

Your donation to  

Green Spaces Alliance  

makes a difference.  

Thank you for supporting our mission. 

Like us on Facebook  

and follow us on Twitter 

@greenspacestx 

and Instagram 

greenspacesalliance 

http://www.photographymad.com/pages/view/3-portrait-composition-tips-for-framing-your-subject-perfectly
http://www.sabot.org/
http://www.sabot.org/
http://www.sanantonio.gov/ParksAndRec/Parks-Facilities/All-Parks-Facilities/Parks-Facilities-Details/ArtMID/14820/ArticleID/2649/Friedrich-Wilderness-Park/Park/76/Facility
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/bulverde-oaks-nature-preserve-monthly-tour-january-2018/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/gardening-workshop-series/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/cross-cultural-conversations-over-food/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/picture-your-world-weekend-workshop-4/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/tower-gardening-for-small-spaces/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/gardening-workshop-series/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/bulverde-oaks-nature-preserve-monthly-tour-february-2018/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/picture-your-world-weekend-workshop-5/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/gardening-workshop-series/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/gardening-workshop-series/
https://greensatx.org/get-involved/wa_donate/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Green-Spaces-Alliance-of-South-Texas/38403936245
https://twitter.com/greenspacestx
http://instagram.com/greenspacesalliance/

