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GREEN SPACES ALLIANCE 
January 2018 Newsletter 

A Note from Gail — E. Gail Gallegos, Executive Director  

Happy New Year & Happy Anniversary to Green Spaces Alliance of South Texas! This year, 2018, marks a 

milestone for Green Spaces. We are celebrating our 20th anniversary!   

Originally called the Bexar Land Trust, Inc., our organization was founded in 

1998 by San Antonians who wanted to establish a San Antonio-based and  

-focused land trust to save the urban and nearby green spaces they saw were 

rapidly being developed. These individuals were not anti-development, but 

rather wanted wise growth that incorporated nature and green spaces into the 

development for a better quality of life for all. Many of the founders were 

part of the Open Space Advisory Board formed by then-mayor Nelson 

Wolff. We changed our business name to Green Spaces Alliance in 2008 to 

distinguish ourselves from Bexar County government. Several of our 

founders are still actively involved with Green Spaces Alliance: June Kachtik, 

Albert Fernandez, Ryland Howard, Mark Oppelt, and others. 

In our 20 years of land conservation, Green Spaces Alliance has made 

extraordinary progress in sustaining the natural environment, enhancing urban green spaces, engaging and 

connecting our community to nature and the natural world. We have saved and preserved beautiful green 

spaces as small as 5 acres and as large as large as 4,168 acres. We have a community gardens program that has 

blossomed into the “Urban Land and Water Program,” which now boasts 44 community gardens and 

more than 50 gardens in the Green Spaces Garden Network. Through our youth photography program, 

Picture Your World, now in its 16th year, we have engaged more than 4,000 children with their natural 

environment and taught them elements of nature photography. We are a small, dedicated staff, with an 

amazing Board of Directors who strive every day to make our world, our community, our San Antonio a 

better place to live. Happy 300th Birthday dear city of ours. Happy 20th Anniversary Green Spaces Alliance!  

We need your support to keep us going. Please join our Membership Program. Thank you for your support 

of Green Spaces Alliance of South Texas. In addition to encouraging you to join as a member of Green 

Spaces Alliance, I urge you to make a more significant contribution and get involved. Consider giving some of 

your time or talents to Green Spaces. Have a special area of expertise? Maybe we need just that! Are you a 

landowner who wants to protect and preserve your land? Contact  us and we will be happy to talk with you 

about land conservation benefits and details. Like what we do? Get Involved!                                     

Our Green Spaces Garden Network 

supports more than 50 gardens 

where nature and community 

nurture one another 

http://greensatx.org/urban-land-water/
http://greensatx.org/urban-agriculture/
http://greensatx.org/picture-your-world/
http://greensatx.org/get-involved/memberships/
http://greensatx.org/get-involved/
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Apply Now for Spring 2018 Alamo Area Master Naturalist Training 
 by Gail Gallegos, Executive Director 

Online applications for the Alamo Area Master Naturalist’s  

Spring 2018 training class are being accepted now through  

February 8, 2018.  

 

This is a wonderful opportunity for anyone who may be interested in 

serving the community as a Texas Master Naturalist.  

 

Gail  

As the ‘new kid on the block” at Green Spaces Alliance, I’m excited about the work 

ahead and meeting many of our members and supporters this year.  

 

I grew up in San Antonio, but lived in Washington, D.C., for twelve years, working 

with non-profits, including the Land Trust Alliance. Following my time in D.C., I 

spent 17 years abroad as a journalist. My teenage son, born and raised in a metropolis 

of 20 million, grew up listening to my stories of riding and hiking for miles without 

crossing a road, leaping into cattle tanks to cool off from the brutal summer heat, 

stopping mid-stride at that tell-tale rattle in the high grass, learning to mimic the  

whistle of the bobwhite. When we moved to San Antonio two years ago, he asked me 

to show him the trails I talked about from childhood. But the wide open spaces where 

I once rode horses and herded the neighbors’ cattle as a child have been replaced by 

urban development and the woods and thickets where friends and I spent almost all 

of our free time are now neighborhoods. The sleepy San Antonio of my youth is now 

a vibrant city that is rapidly expanding into the Hill Country.  

 

Although I miss the wilderness of my childhood, I am grateful that so many people in 

the area are committed to conserving our remaining natural areas, growing  

community gardens that create a sense of kinship and connection to the land, and  

creating programs to introduce children to nature through the camera lens. This year, 

I am looking forward to getting out of the office and meeting people who are  

concerned about the environment. I am excited about our newly launched  

membership program that promises to reach new members who are working to create 

positive changes. I want to hear their stories, learn what they are doing for their  

communities, and listen to their suggestions about what they feel is important for us 

to focus on. If you have suggestions or questions, please drop a line, call, or stop by 

our new office for a tour.  

New Year, New Goals 

 by Kathy Hamilton, Development and Outreach Manager 

Kathy Hamilton spreads her 

wings at a Pollinator Picnic 

in November 2017 

https://txmn.org/alamo/application/
https://txmn.org/alamo/
https://txmn.org/alamo/
https://www.landtrustalliance.org/
mailto:kathy@greensatx.org
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Green Spaces Alliance’s Urban Land & Water programs aim to reconnect our urban community and our 

neighbors with the natural environment, including our land and waterways. Through a variety of programs, 

Green Spaces facilitates more efficient and effective use of our natural resources while promoting locally-led 

community revitalization efforts that focus on economic, social and environmental benefits. The program 

reflects Green Spaces Alliance’s mission to sustain the natural environment and enhance urban spaces. 

 

As we look ahead, we’re pleased to welcome 2018 with outstanding programming designed to link you and 

your neighbors to our natural resources—and to each other.  

 

Gardening Workshop Series 

At the top of the Green Space Alliance’s Urban Land and 

Water agenda is a series of four gardening workshops 

designed for gardeners who are just getting a start or those 

who are new to our area and want to learn about growing a 

garden Texas-style. Enjoy one workshop, mix and match, or 

participate in all four. Preregistration is required.  

 

The first of the workshops in the series was held January 

20th at Mahncke Park Community Garden. 

 

 

How Will your Garden Grow? (Workshop 2) 

February 3, 2018 at the St. John Neumann Community Garden 

9:30 am - 11:30 am; $30 per person 

 

Waste Not Want Not (Workshop 3) 

February 17, 2018 at the Terrell Heights Community Garden 

9:30 am - 11:30 am; $30 per person 

 

Enjoying the Fruits of Your Labor (Workshop 4) 

March 10, 2018 at the Mainland Square Park Community Garden 

9:30 am - 11:30 am; $30 per person 

 

Soil Day Past—and Future 

And where would we get our food if it wasn’t for healthy soil? Though World Soil Day was 

December 5, 2017, find interesting facts and articles on the official website. If you want more 

“down to Earth” reading, this link is helpful. 

 

For additional information about Green Space’s events, please visit: https://greensatx.org/events/ 

Urban Land and Water Programs 

http://greensatx.org/urban-land-water/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/gardening-workshop-series/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/how-will-your-garden-grow-workshop-2/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/waste-not-want-not-workshop-3/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/enjoying-the-fruits-of-your-labor-workshop-4/
http://www.fao.org/world-soil-day/en/
http://www.fao.org/fao-stories/article/en/c/1069275/
http://greensatx.org/events/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/gardening-workshop-series/
http://www.fao.org/world-soil-day/en/
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Thoughts from the Field 

 by Tyler Sanderson, Land Conservation & Stewardship Manager 

I am excited about another year of conserving the land we love. I  moved to Texas in early 2016, so I’ve had 

almost two years to immerse myself in the place.  

 

I’m a native Kentuckian. I grew up with four seasons, tall trees, and lush green grass. Shortly after we met, I 

told Emma, the native Austinite who is now my wife, that I would never move to Texas (as an open-minded 

traveler, I can’t believe I ever made a comment that exclusive!) She took that as a challenge, knowing full well 

that my experience with “Texas” was not South Texas or the Hill Country, and that I would fall in love if 

given the chance. She found a job at the San Antonio Botanical Garden and we relocated from the 

Bluegrass.  

 

Since moving, I have found the Texan culture and landscape astonishing. Immediately I was surprised by its 

diversity, not only in the land but with the people as well. I am excited to start a third year in San Antonio and 

to continue working with landowners who truly love their land and want to keep it as iconic Texas Hill 

Country. Many Texans have a down-to-Earth, do-it-yourself, live-WITH-the-land way of life. It’s one of the 

things that I loved about my home state. There are true parallels between Kentucky and Texas and I am 

happy to have had my eyes opened. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tyler and Emma in Big Bend National Park in West Texas 

http://www.sabot.org/
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by Tyler Sanderson, Land Conservation & Stewardship Manager

KR Bluestem was created as 
a cultivar of an old world grass on the King Ranch in Texas. 
The grass was originally developed as forage for livestock 
due to its drought tolerance, ability to establish quickly and 
be grazed throughout the winter. However, lower nutritional 
value than native grasses makes it less desirable to livestock. 
The grass was also used to improve degraded or overgrazed 
rangelands. Use of the grass then spread to soil conservation 
and erosion control and was adopted by the highway 
department for use as a roadside grass.  

Due to widespread planting by ranchers and 
highway departments coupled with its invasive qualities (i.e. quick to establish, 
prolific seeder, hardiness), KR Bluestem has spread across half of Texas. It creates dense stands of a 
single species, outcompeting other prairie species. It has been observed to severely decrease animal, 
plant and insect diversity. The grass is also host to an invasive 
insect, the red-streaked leafhopper, which feeds on nutrients 
within the phloem of grasses. While the leafcutter has the 
potential to damage crops by feeding on them, it has been 
known to transmit a pathogen to the crop which may 
completely decimate other grass crops, including sugarcane.  

KR Bluestem is a bunchgrass that grows in 
tufts 18-48 inches tall. Pale green, leafless branching stems turn 
a straw color at maturity. Upper leaf surfaces are covered with 
small hairs. The stem produces purplish seed heads. It begins to 
flower in early summer with yellow flowers developing 
throughout the growing season. Seed heads develop quickly after 
being cut or mowed.  
 

One single removal method is generally not effective for removing KR. 
Multiple control measures should be taken. Mowing, tilling, herbicides, and hand pulling can be effective 
if done intelligently. Mowing can curb the spread, especially if done before seeds are produced. Tilling 
will bring up roots and seeds in the soil allowing them to be sprayed with herbicide effectively. Hand 
pulling will remove the grass above the soil surface, but will not prevent it from growing back from root 
stock or seed bank. These methods may take several treatments and may take a period of years. Patience 
and resilience is important. Prescribed burns during the growing season may be effective and will 
promote the growth of native grasses. (It’s important to note that winter burns promote KR growth.) 
Consulting a professional with Texas A&M AgriLife Extension is advised.   
 

There are many options for native alternatives to KR. A suite of native 
grasses is found to be the best replacement. Grass diversity will increase other diversity. Examples of 
native grasses are blue grama, buffalograss, and little bluestem. More options can be found at Native 
American Seed and more information at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center.  

Top left: KR Bluestem 

spikelets, bottom left:  

Red-streaked 

leafhopper, top right: 

KR Bluestem field 
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Image Credit: David Hoffpauir.  Data from 

Texas Parks & Wildlife Dept. 

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/
http://www.seedsource.com/
http://www.seedsource.com/
https://www.wildflower.org/expert/show.php?id=1942
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Most New Year resolutions center on improving your health or happiness and there is no better way to  

accomplish this goal than by spending more time in nature. You don’t need fancy workouts or fad diets to  

improve your health. Studies show that activity in nature makes us all happier, healthier and smarter. Green 

Spaces Alliance’s Picture Your World program 

puts cameras in the hands of youth ages 8 to 18 

and teaches photographic composition and 

technique through hands-on experience and 

constructive critique. Because hiking in nature, 

learning something new, and engaging in  

creative activities together provides meaningful 

bonding opportunities, families are always  

welcome to stay and participate along with their 

child.   

 

We have terrific Sunday afternoon workshops 

planned for early 2018. Our first workshop of 

2018 was January 21 at The Land Heritage 

Institute. The next one up is Confluence 

Park, the new San Antonio River Foundation 

project, on February 11. On March 4, The Headwaters Sanctuary will be our host, and April 15 we will hike 

and photograph Bracken Bat Cave. We are very excited about these locations and look forward to sharing our 

love of photography and nature with you and your family. 

 

 

Spring Nature Photography Competition  

And finally, registration for the 2017-2018 Picture Your World Youth Photography Contest are due by  

5:00 p.m. Monday, April 9th, 2018. You can register online and email your photo submissions to  

info@greensatx.org, or download the registration form, complete it and mail it—along with a flash drive or 

CD containing your photo submissions—to our office at 108 E. Mistletoe Avenue. Don’t forget to include the 

required picture of the entrant (photographer) when registering!   

Picture Your World — Together 

 by Carra Garza, Picture Your World Program Manager 

Picture Your World workshop participants in the field 

Right and left: Students 

attending Picture Your World 

workshops see their world in 

new ways 

http://greensatx.org/picture-your-world/
http://www.landheritageinstitute.org/
http://www.landheritageinstitute.org/
http://confluencepark.sariverfound.org/
http://confluencepark.sariverfound.org/
https://www.headwaters-iw.org/
http://www.batcon.org/our-work/regions/usa-canada/protect-mega-populations/bracken-cave
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/registration-2017-2018-picture-your-world-youth-photography-competition/
mailto:info@greensatx.org
https://greensatx.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/2018-PYW-Competition-Registration-and-Entry-Form.pdf
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Upcoming Events        
 
Saturday, January 27 Tower Gardening Workshop at Green Spaces (FULL)  10am - 11:30am 

Tuesday, January 30 Public Meeting: Future Land Use at Convention Center 6pm -  7:30 pm 

Saturday, February 3 Gardening Workshop 2 at St. John-Neumann CG            9:30am - 11:30am 

Saturday, February 3 Public Tour: Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve           9am - 12pm 

Thursday, February 8 Applications Due: Alamo Area Master Naturalists 

Saturday, February 10 For the Love of it All: A Creative Spare Parts Workshop 10:30am-12:30pm 

Sunday, February 11 Picture Your World at Confluence Park            1pm - 4:30pm 

Saturday, February 17 Gardening Workshop 3 at Terrell Heights CG              9:30am - 11:30am 

Saturday, March 3  Public Tour: Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve           9am - 12pm 

Sunday, March 4  Picture Your World at Headwaters Sanctuary          1pm - 4:30pm 

Saturday, March 10        Gardening Workshop 4 at Mainland Square CG             9:30am - 11:30am 

Thursday, March 22 Big Give 2018        

Saturday, April 7  Public Tour: Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve           9am - 12pm 

Monday, April 9  Registration Deadline: Picture Your World  
        Youth Photography Competition            5pm 

Sunday, April 15  Picture Your World at Bracken Bat Cave          1pm - 4pm 

 

GREEN SPACES ALLIANCE 

108 E. Mistletoe Ave. 

San Antonio, TX 78212 

greensatx.org 

(210)222-8430 

Your donation to  

Green Spaces Alliance  

makes a difference.  

Thank you for supporting our mission. 

Like us on Facebook  

and follow us on Twitter 

@greenspacestx 

and Instagram 

greenspacesalliance 

http://greensatx.org/eventsee/tower-gardening-for-small-spaces/
https://business.facebook.com/events/574862169530342/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/gardening-workshop-series/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/bulverde-oaks-nature-preserve-monthly-tour-february-2018/
Spring%202018%20Alamo%20Area%20Master%20Naturalist%20Training
https://www.facebook.com/events/179889675933130/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/picture-your-world-weekend-workshop-5/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/gardening-workshop-series/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/bulverde-oaks-nature-preserve-monthly-tour-march-2018/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/picture-your-world-weekend-workshop-6/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/gardening-workshop-series/
http://greensatx.org/get-involved/wa_donate/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/bulverde-oaks-nature-preserve-monthly-tour-april-2018/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/registration-2017-2018-picture-your-world-youth-photography-competition/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/registration-2017-2018-picture-your-world-youth-photography-competition/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/picture-your-world-weekend-workshop-7/
https://greensatx.org/get-involved/wa_donate/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Green-Spaces-Alliance-of-South-Texas/38403936245
https://twitter.com/greenspacestx
http://instagram.com/greenspacesalliance/

