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GREEN SPACES ALLIANCE 
February 2018 Newsletter 

A Note from Gail — E. Gail Gallegos, Executive Director  

I am so jazzed about 2018, I can’t keep it inside. Green Spaces Alliance of South 

Texas is celebrating our 20th anniversary. We have so many festivities planned to 

mark this milestone year. On March 20th, 

Green Spaces Alliance will be honored by 

the Phil Hardberger Park Conservancy at 

their Champions of Conservation 

Celebration. Also in March we will begin 

selling our first Fiesta Medal. 

She is an adorable gardener drawn by 

local artist and gardener Diana Kersey. 

The Green Spaces’ Fiesta gardener 

medal will be available for purchase 

when she arrives mid-March. You will 

be able to ‘get your gardener’ either on our website, at our office, 

workshops, events, or at special Fiesta events. Supplies are limited – get yours quick. March 24th we will have 

our Tricentennial event, partnering with Medina River Natural Area, for a celebration of 10,000 years of 

human habitation along that beautiful river. We will have presentations on the historical, cultural and natural 

uniqueness of this area. 

April…,well, you know April in San Antonio. Especially THIS year—Happy 300th Birthday, 

San Antonio. We will be in “Fiesta mode” all April. In May, we will be holding our annual 

Picture Your World Youth Photography Competition and Award Ceremony on May 

17th at the stunning Witte Museum. Two days later, we will have a special treat for plant 

lovers with our 2nd annual Secret Garden Yard Tour and Luncheon on May 19th in the 

historic and beautiful King William neighborhood. 

Once again, we will showcase beautiful gardens designed with conservation in mind….                                          

             

                       (Continued on page 2)                                                                                                        

Medina River Natural Area; photo credit: Susan 

Blaker 

Christine, the adorable 

gardener; artistic credit: 

Diana Kersey 

Secret Garden Yard Tour; photo credit: Aaron Gallegos 

http://www.kerseyceramics.com/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/green-spaces-medina-river-natural-area-tricentennial-event/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/registration-2017-2018-picture-your-world-youth-photography-competition/
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...and filled with native and well-adapted, non-invasive plant species, followed by a Texas garden luncheon. It 

will be a glorious morning and luncheon in a unique area of our city. 

As all smart San Antonians know, summer means a break from celebrations until the weather is friendly again. 

On October 22nd, we will hold the peak of parties with our Green Spaces 20th Anniversary Celebration Gala 

in the evening at The Witte Museum.  

And we will help you stay in shape during the holidays by holding our 5K run 

November 17th, partnering with Build San Antonio Green’s Solar Fest. 

Yes–We are celebrating all year in 2018. We can’t wait for you to join us in some 

of our festivities. Speaking of joining—We need your support to help us  

sustain the natural environment and enhance urban spaces through land  

conservation, community engagement, and education. One of our goals this year 

is to continue growing our membership. Please join us as a member and share the 

news with others who love our natural and urban green spaces. If you are  

interested in more substantial support, please call me at (210)222-8430 ext. 301. Thank you for your support of 

Green Spaces Alliance of South Texas. 

Happy 2018!                                                                                         Gail  

Why is March 22nd noteworthy? The Beatles released their first album on March 22, 1963. National Goof Off 

Day, National Bavarian Crepes Day, and World Water Day are all observed on this day. Closer to home, in the 

San Antonio area, March 22nd is The Big Give!  

Although charitable giving goes on year round, for one 24-

hour period, San Antonians join forces for the biggest, most 

exciting fundraising event of the year. The moment the clock 

strikes midnight on March 22, The Big Give kicks off and 

giving begins in earnest as communities unite to support caus-

es that they care about, that affect their families, friends and 

communities. Throughout the day, individuals will be visiting 

www.thebiggivesa.org to donate to their favorite nonprofits 

throughout the area, check on progress and cheer them on.  

To celebrate Green Spaces Alliance’s 20th anniversary, we want to make this Big Give the best one yet. We 

need YOU to mark your calendar for March 22. Tell friends, family and co-workers why the mission of Green 

Spaces Alliance is important to you and future generations and why they should consider donating on March 22. 

You can also host an online fundraising event by visiting www.thebiggivesa.org, go to the Green Spaces  

Alliance’s page, then click the “Fundraise” button. You will be emailed instructions on how to quickly set up 

fundraising campaign for Green Spaces Alliance. Let’s prove that everything, especially generosity, is bigger in 

Texas! 

It’s a Date! 

 by Kathy Hamilton, Development and Outreach Manager 

Green Spaces 5K; photo credit: 

OTB 

http://buildsagreen.org/
http://buildsagreen.org/solar-fest/
http://greensatx.org/get-involved/memberships/
https://www.thebiggivesa.org/
https://www.thebiggivesa.org/
thebiggivesa.org/
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Begun in 2012 with typical raised beds, CIELO (Community, Interfaith, 

Education and Leadership Opportunities) became a place for recently resettled 

refugees from Africa, Asia and the Middle East to go and participate in a familiar, 

creative activity. 

Garden steward Jennifer Alaniz will be the first to tell you that she is not a 

gardener. She is, however, a successful manager of people and resources. 

Jennifer’s leadership skills, along with the ability to move through cultural and 

language barriers, has helped the CIELO garden more than double in size from 

April to September, 2016. 

The original garden plots have been replaced by 56, 100 sq. ft. garden spaces. They 

are tended by a total of 30 gardeners, 4 of whom have more than one bed. These 

four gardeners actually function as separate family units, representing a total of 26 

gardeners (grandparents, adult children and grandchildren). After speaking to the 

gardeners and learning how they “share out” produce with other people, Jennifer 

estimates that up to 354 people benefit from the CIELO garden space. 

Wait! It doesn’t stop there. Learning that CIELO had gardeners needing more space to grow, Green Spaces 

Alliance’s Urban Land and Water approached the Green Bridges Community Garden, where there are land 

resources to share. After a meeting between Green Bridges, CIELO and Green Spaces Alliance, two families 

were selected by Jennifer to move to Green Bridges Community Garden. Preparations for Fall 2016 planting 

started immediately. Green Bridges has also prepared a new 6’x95’ plot for planting this year. 

The growth of CIELO is a story of resilience and resource sharing; not only of food, but of people. Branching 

out is also the beginning of an urban agricultural venture; the end result being growing for markets. 

Consider stopping by CIELO. It’s located on the grounds of the House of Prayer Lutheran Church at 

Wurzbach and Ironside. Walk into the garden and experience a new adventure in food, use of space and 

resources. And don’t forget to talk with the gardeners, who, like other gardeners, are happy to share their 

story.  

Plan(t) 

 by Kathy Hamilton, Development and Outreach Manager 

Looking for seeds and wanting to help create positive change at the same time? Renee’s Garden and Green 

Spaces Alliance are partnering to grow cash donations. It’s simple, easy and quick. Renee’s Garden is run by 

gardeners for gardeners. They only use non-GMO varieties 

and offer a wide selection of new, exciting and unusual seed 

choices of time-tested heirlooms, certified organic seeds 

and the best international hybrids and fine open-pollinated 

varieties. To use this special promotion, when placing your order with Renee’s Garden, include the code 

FR712B in the coupon code box on the checkout page. Renee’s Garden will donate 25% of that sale to Green 

Spaces Alliance.  

CIELO: Community Garden or Agricultural Adventure? 

 by Jerry Hess, Urban Land and Water Manager 

Securing bamboo stakes in 

CIELO Community Garden 

http://www.hoplcsa.org/cielo-gardens/
https://www.reneesgarden.com/
https://www.reneesgarden.com/
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Land Conservation—A Legacy for Our Future 

 by Tyler Sanderson, Land Conservation & Stewardship Manager 

In South Central Texas, the Edwards Aquifer provides a vital source of groundwater critical to supporting an 
ever-growing population; serving agriculture, recreation, industry and domestic uses. Recharge features allow 
water to penetrate and gather in the limestone pore spaces where it is filtered naturally. Citizens of San 
Antonio recognize the value of clean water provided by the Edwards Aquifer, the City’s primary water 
source. Realizing the threat that growing development would potentially have on the aquifer recharge, the 
Edwards Aquifer Protection Program was created in 2000 to conserve the sensitive and irreplaceable land 
located above the Edwards Aquifer.  
The EAPP is a collaboration between the City of San Antonio, Bexar and surrounding counties, and other 
governmental entities. Two accredited land trusts, Green Spaces Alliance of South Texas and The Nature 
Conservancy, work with landowners to place conservation easements on ideal properties within the recharge 
and contributing zones.  
Beginning in 2009, a large portion of a single watershed in Uvalde County was protected. The project, known 
as the Blanco Creek Ranches, was an example of great collaboration between the landowners, two land trusts 
and the City. In all, seventeen properties were conserved, totaling 11,800 acres over the recharge zone. The 
project secured several large faults, caves, sinkholes and outcrops of other significant recharge features.  
One property in this project, the Estrella Ranch, has been a wonderful ambassador of the City’s program. The 
approximately 788-acre ranch combines deep scenic valleys with rugged mountain country and a variety of 
plant life, providing excellent cover for species such as the Golden-Cheeked Warbler. The Hixon family has 
installed bird and bat houses and planted native trees to preserve and enhance the habitat. Bob Hixon states 
that “the Hill Country is a very special place which attracted us by its wide open spaces, topography and 
wilderness setting.” Treasuring the environment, he saw the fragmentation happening and wanted to do his 
part to make a preserve of sorts. The Hixons are “thrilled that the neighbors have come together to protect 
the land as a perpetual park for people to enjoy the wide views without being interrupted by manmade 
structures and development. It is a win-win-win situation all the way around. The aquifer is protected, the 
open space remains, parcels stay intact and my family gets to enjoy that.”  
The seventeen Blanco Creek Ranches conservation easements are now held and monitored by the City of San 
Antonio in perpetuity. They will forever serve to protect the quality and quantity of water entering the aquifer 

from a significant watershed in 
Uvalde County. Since the 
inception of the program, Green 
Spaces has helped conserve over 
54,850 acres of land.  
On Tuesday, April 3, the City of 
San Antonio will be hosting a 
Landowner conservation 
easement workshop for Bexar 
County properties in the 
Edwards Aquifer Recharge 
Zone. The workshop will be 
held at the Phil Hardberger 
Park Urban Ecology Center 
(8400 NW Military Hwy) and 
will focus on the process of 

conserving land over the recharge zone. Green Spaces Alliance will also be present to discuss how 
landowners can place conservation easements on their property without the aid of the EAPP. 

https://www.greensatx.org/
https://www.nature.org/
https://www.nature.org/
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by Tyler Sanderson, Land Conservation & Stewardship Manager

The practice of topping a tree can be observed throughout San Antonio. Tree topping is 
the process of removing whole tops of trees or large branches from the crown of a tree, leaving stubs, as 
seen in the photos above. This may not be a problem for shrubs and hedges, but large trees should 
never be topped. Many tree services will offer this option of pruning, calling it “tree topping,” “hat-
racking,” “rounding over” or “tipping.” They often tell customers that it will allow the tree to re-grow 
healthy branches and the leaves will fill in “nicely” over a period of years. 

Tree topping can negatively impact a tree’s health and vigor and contribute to structural problems over 
time. Removing canopy seriously affects the tree’s food supply by reducing leaf surface. It takes a long 
time for the bark to heal over large wounds and it may never heal, eventually stopping the flow of 
nutrients and water, eventually killing the branch. Much like large cuts on our skin, the long healing 
process and exposure time increases the potential for disease or pests. Due to weakened branches and 
uneven growth, topped trees will create the need for constant maintenance and higher payments for tree 
care in the long run. 

Tree topping is never a justifiable pruning practice. Stubs on large branches should 
eventually grow back, but the result will be clusters of many small branches sprouting from the sides of 
the cut. New-growth branches will have very weak structure, which can break in high winds. Tree 
topping is not aesthetically pleasing and the tree will never look like proper dendric growth again.  

If you have concerns about a tree and think it needs pruned, find a certified 
arborist. Make sure your arborist knows the proper pruning techniques. The arborist should propose a 
thinning of selected branches in the canopy rather than removing large branches entirely. Paying more 
for proper pruning will reduce the cost for future maintenance and pruning. If problems caused by a tree 
cannot be solved with proper tree care, consider removing and replacing the tree with a plant that is 
more suited for the site. Consider location when choosing plants; power lines, proximity to houses, 
sunlight and water availability are all things to take into consideration.  
For more information: Contact SAWS Garden Style SA or refer to the Texas A&M Forest Service.  

For a list of Certified Arborists in San Antonio: visit the SA Arborist Association website. 
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Left: Diagram courtesy San Antonio Water System (SAWS); right: Tree growth adversely affected by topping, 

photo by Dustin Blakey 

http://www.gardenstylesanantonio.com/
http://texasforestservice.tamu.edu/
http://saarborist.org/
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February is a busy month for Picture Your World with nine elementary workshops scheduled at Hardberger 

Park Urban Ecology Center. In mid-February, Confluence Park hosted our Sunday afternoon weekend  

workshop program. The public grand opening of Confluence Park is scheduled for this Saturday, March 3. Be 

sure to check out this new jewel of the San Antonio River Foundation! It is quite something to see.  On the 

heels of the Confluence Park opening, our next weekend workshop will be Sunday, March 4 where we will  

explore the Headwaters Sanctuary and the Blue Hole.   

 

Finally, don’t forget to submit images for our annual Youth Nature Photography Competition.  This is a 

juried competition and cash prizes are awarded in two age groups: 8-12 and 13-18. Applicants can submit up 

to three images for consideration. The deadline for submissions is April 9.  We look forward to seeing and 

sharing all your amazing photographs.  

 

Information and competition entry forms can be found on our website at: http://greensatx.org/?p=9873 

 

 

Recent Events Photo Diary: 

 

 

 

 

Picture Your World 

 by Carra Garza, Picture Your World Program Manager 

Center: Admiring the amazing petals at 

Confluence Park   

Top right:  Discovering creative framing 

techniques at Land Heritage Institute 

(LHI); bottom right:  Martha teaches 

Franklin students why oak gall is special 

- Hardberger Park 

Top left: Franklin 5th graders enjoy a fun 

day at Hardberger Park; bottom left: 

Catching Tracy in a teachable moment 

at Hardberger Park 

http://greensatx.org/eventsee/picture-your-world-weekend-workshop-6/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/registration-2017-2018-picture-your-world-youth-photography-competition/
http://greensatx.org/?p=9873
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Upcoming Events        
 
Friday, March 2  12th Annual Fresh Air Friday at Main Plaza   11:30am - 1pm 

Saturday, March 3  Public Tour: Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve           9am - 12pm 

Sat. & Sun., March 3 & 4 Monarch Fest 2018 at the San Antonio Zoo   9am - 6pm  

Sunday, March 4  Picture Your World at Headwaters Sanctuary          1pm - 4:30pm 

Saturday, March 10  SAWS Spring Bloom at San Antonio Water System HQ 9am - 1pm 

Saturday, March 10        Enjoying the Fruits of Your Labor (Workshop 4)              9:30am - 11:30am 

Thursday, March 22 Big Give 2018         All day 

Thursday, March  22 Green Spaces Office Warming & Big Give Celebration   4pm - 6pm 
        Meet staff & Board, enjoy appetizers & beverages. Donate!   

Saturday, March 24  Workshop: Worm Composting Systems for Your  Home  9am - 12pm  

Saturday, March 24  Tricentennial Event at Medina River Natural Area  10am - 2pm 

Saturday, April 7  Public Tour: Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve           9am - 12pm 

Satuday, April 7  Digging for Decomposers at J.W. Helton-SA River Park 10am - 12pm 

Monday, April 9  Registration Deadline: Picture Your World    5pm 
        Youth Photography Competition             

Sunday, April 15  Picture Your World at Bracken Bat  Cave          1pm - 4pm 

Saturday, April 21  A Tale of Two Grasses Workshop at Hardberger Park 9:30am - 11:30am 

Saturday, May 5  Public Tour: Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve           9am - 12pm 

Saturday, May 5  A Tale of Two Grasses Workshop at Friedrich Park  9:30am - 11:30am 

Thursday, May 17  Picture Your World Youth Photo Awards Ceremony  6:30pm -  8:30pm  

        at The Witte Museum 

Saturday, May 19  Secret Garden Yard Tour & Luncheon    TBA 

Monday, October 22 Green Spaces 20th Anniversary Celebration Gala  TBA  

       At The Witte  Museum  

Saturday, November 17 Green Spaces 5K/10K Run at Solar Fest   TBA 

 

 

GREEN SPACES ALLIANCE 

108 E. Mistletoe Ave. 

San Antonio, TX 78212 

greensatx.org 

(210)222-8430 

Your donation to  

Green Spaces Alliance  

makes a difference.  

Thank you for supporting our mission. 

Like us on Facebook  

and follow us on Twitter 

@greenspacestx 

and Instagram 

greenspacesalliance 

http://greensatx.org/eventsee/12th-annual-fresh-air-friday/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/bulverde-oaks-nature-preserve-monthly-tour-march-2018/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/monarch-fest-2018/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/picture-your-world-weekend-workshop-6/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/saws-spring-bloom/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/gardening-workshop-series/
https://www.thebiggivesa.org/organizations/green-spaces-alliance-of-south-texas
https://www.facebook.com/events/783584151852148/
https://www.thebiggivesa.org/organizations/green-spaces-alliance-of-south-texas
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/worm-composting-systems-for-your-home/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/green-spaces-medina-river-natural-area-tricentennial-event/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/bulverde-oaks-nature-preserve-monthly-tour-april-2018/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/digging-for-decomposers/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/registration-2017-2018-picture-your-world-youth-photography-competition/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/registration-2017-2018-picture-your-world-youth-photography-competition/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/picture-your-world-weekend-workshop-7/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/a-tale-of-two-grasses-hardberger/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/bulverde-oaks-nature-preserve-monthly-tour-may-2018/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/a-tale-of-two-grasses-friedrich/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/registration-2017-2018-picture-your-world-youth-photography-competition/
https://greensatx.org/get-involved/wa_donate/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Green-Spaces-Alliance-of-South-Texas/38403936245
https://twitter.com/greenspacestx
http://instagram.com/greenspacesalliance/

