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GREEN SPACES ALLIANCE 
March 2018 Newsletter 

Medina River Natural Area 

Land We Love: A Historical & Cultural Perspective  

on 10,000 Years of History and Beauty 

Green Spaces Alliance’s new office  

Notes from Gail — E. Gail Gallegos, Executive Director  

You Are Invited. Please Join Us! Green Spaces Alliance Events for March 
We are excited and pleased to invite you to our Big Give Office 
Warming on the day of the Big Give–Thursday, March 22nd. 
The Office Warming will be from 4:00pm–6:00pm, at our beautiful 
house office, 108 East Mistletoe Avenue, 78212. 

The staff and many members of the Board of Directors will be 
present to give you a tour and show you around. You will learn of 
our plans for creating a native and conservation-minded yard, with 
pollinator gardens and water-saving native plants. Enjoy some 
appetizers and drinks, and help us achieve our fundraising goals for 
the online 24 hour Big Give Event. We would love to see you on 
March 22nd at our party. 

Just two days later, Saturday, March 24th, we will celebrate the rich history, culture, and diversity of Medina 
River Natural Area at Green Spaces’ official Tricentennial event: 
 

 

 
Join us at Medina River Natural Area, 15890 Highway 16 South, 78264, 
from 10:00am until 2:00pm, to explore the many cultures, history, and 
natural beauty found along the Medina River and celebrate the opening of 
the new Medina River Natural Area Chaparral Demonstration Garden!  

Members of the Native Plant Society of Texas, Alamo Area Master 
Naturalists, The Balcones Invaders' “Salsa Squad”, Last Chance Forever 
Birds of Prey, American Indians in Texas-Spanish Colonial Missions, City 
of San Antonio Natural Areas, SA Audubon, Parks & Recreation Department “Tree Adoption,” Citizens 
Climate Lobby, and many other local plant, bird and nature experts will host demonstrations and guide tours 
and walks through the accessible, serpentine brick pathways that showcase the plants of the South Texas 
Plains ecosystem.  

If you have never been to Medina River Natural Area, or not been for awhile, this is the day to join us and see 
a true natural beauty, rich with 10,000 years of history.                                                  (Continued on page 2)                                                                                                        

Medina River Natural Area 

http://greensatx.org/eventsee/office-warming-and-big-give-celebration/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/office-warming-and-big-give-celebration/
https://www.thebiggivesa.org/organizations/green-spaces-alliance-of-south-texas
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/green-spaces-medina-river-natural-area-tricentennial-event/
http://www.sanantonio.gov/ParksAndRec/Parks-Facilities/All-Parks-Facilities/Parks-Facilities-Details/ArtMID/14820/ArticleID/2574/Medina-River-Natural-Area
https://www.facebook.com/events/1216328628502025/
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(Continued from page 1) 

Love Fiesta and all those Medals? Then check out our first Green 

Spaces Alliance Fiesta Medal – celebrating our 20th anniversary and 

San Antonio’s Tricentennial. 

She is a happy gardener, full of color, fruits and flowers, birds and 

bugs, designed by local artist and community garden steward, Diana 

Kersey. We are selling the Fiesta medals on our website, at all of our 

events, and at many Fiesta events like Pin Pandemonium.  

March is full of great, fun events. There are many more than I 

mentioned here. Check it out: www.greenspaces/events.  

This April in San Antonio will be the best in 300 years.    

     Viva Fiesta! Viva San Antonio! Viva Green Spaces! 

Dr. Emily N. Boice is passionate about sharpening the public perception and 

understanding of science and gets to do this on a daily basis as Communications & 

Program Director with the Mind Science Foundation. She executes 

programming designed to inspire old and young and future generations to love 

science. A Midwest native, Dr. Boice has worked on the research side of science in 

Virginia, Texas and California studying cancer therapeutics and microbes. She now 

serves on the UT Health San Antonio Graduate Career Advisory Council, 

volunteers with United Way’s Emerging Leaders Council, produces videos and 

content for Association of Biochemists and Molecular Biologists, is a member of 

Sigma XI and serves on the Board of Directors for 

SASTEMIC. When relaxing, Dr. Boice enjoys trips 

to the dog park with her two loves, a miniature 

dachshund and a min-pin mix, attending area 

festivals and Spurs games and enjoying the great 

outdoors. Dr. Boice has been on Green Spaces 

Board of Directors since January 2017, serves as 

Chair of the Resource Development Committee. 

She was elected Board President in January 2018. 

We are grateful to have such an engaged and 

dedicated person leading our Board in our 20th 

anniversary year. Thank you Emily! 

Green Spaces Alliance 2018 Fiesta  Medal 

Braggin’ on Our  Board: Dr. Emily Boice — President 

 by E. Gail Gallegos, Executive Director 

Left: Board members supporting Green Spaces at last year’s 3k/5k walk & run;  

Right: Dr. Emily Boice, Board President, Green Spaces Alliance 

https://greensatx.org/product/green-spaces-alliance-2018-fiesta-medal/
https://greensatx.org/product/green-spaces-alliance-2018-fiesta-medal/
http://www.kerseyceramics.com/
http://www.kerseyceramics.com/
https://greensatx.org/shop/
https://www.facebook.com/events/197460290806344/
http://greensatx.org/events/
https://www.mindscience.org/
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Mark your calendars for March 22nd! To celebrate the Big Give, we are throwing an 

office warming party at our new location: 108 East Mistletoe Avenue (we’re the big 

red house, with the green roof behind Capparelli’s on Main). Meet Green Spaces 

Alliance staff and Board members, enjoy a drink, have some appetizers, get a tour of 

this fantastic old house, and learn about our upcoming events. The office warming 

party is free and open to the public, so spread the word!  

 

And don’t forget to take a moment on March 22 to donate online to the Big Give,  

San Antonio’s biggest and most exciting day of giving and community involvement. 

For one 24-hour period, we can show the world that everything IS bigger in Texas, especially our hearts and 

wallets. Make a difference in your community by donating to your favorite charities on March 22.  

 

As a supporter of Green Spaces Alliance, you already know about the important work we are doing to preserve 

and protect San Antonio’s natural environment for future generations. Tell your family, friends, and co-workers 

why YOU support Green Spaces Alliance and ask them to join you in donating on March 22. You can also host 

your own online fundraising event. Simply go to The Big Give - Green Spaces Alliance, click on the 

“Fundraise” button, and follow the prompts. 

 

We’re looking forward to seeing you on March 22! 

Office Warming and Big Give Party! 

 by Kathy Hamilton, Development and Outreach Manager 

Seed Money  
Planting time is here! Are 

you looking for seeds and 

wanting to help create 

positive change at the same 

time? Renee’s Garden and 

Green Spaces Alliance are 

partnering to grow cash donations. It’s simple, easy and quick. Renee’s Garden is run by gardeners for 

gardeners. They only use non-GMO varieties and offer a wide selection of new, exciting and unusual 

seed choices of time-tested heirlooms, certified organic seeds and the best international hybrids and fine 

open-pollinated varieties. To use this special promotion, when placing your order with Renee’s 

Garden, include the code FR712B in the coupon code box on the checkout page. Renee’s Garden will 

donate 25% of that sale to Green Spaces Alliance.   

http://greensatx.org/eventsee/big-give-sa-2018/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/office-warming-and-big-give-celebration/
http://greensatx.org/events/
https://www.facebook.com/events/783584151852148/
https://www.thebiggivesa.org/organizations/green-spaces-alliance-of-south-texas
https://www.reneesgarden.com/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/big-give-sa-2018/
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Green Spaces Alliance is excited to feature a new startup company and educational partner, the Compost 

Queens. We applaud the Compost Queens for their efforts to tackle the problem of too much food waste 

ending up in the landfill. As owner Kate Jaceldo said “We have farm to table, so let’s do table to earth and 

close the loop.” The Compost Queens employ a Japanese composting method called Bokashi, an anaerobic 

process that relies on inoculated wheat bran to accelerate the formation of effective microorganisms necessary 

to breakdown all kinds of kitchen waste. According to owner Betsy Gruy, “the inoculated bran, along with the 

food waste, creates a treasure trove of beneficial microbes that 

also break down meat and dairy products, and most pathogens.” 

Bokashi composting is extremely easy to do at home using a 5-

gallon airtight bucket. You simply layer kitchen scraps and 

sprinkle a handful of 

fermented bran on top. 

After subsequent 

layering with bran, the 

pickled scraps or “pre-

compost” are ready to 

be buried in a fallow 

spot in the garden and 

covered with dirt. 

Within a few weeks, 

the nutrient-rich soil is 

ready for planting 

seeds, vegetable transplants, flowers or spreading around existing 

plants. The results are amazing, with healthy and productive plants.  

 

And guess what? Bokashi composting doesn’t attract insects, not even fruit flies or rodents. Bokashi also emits 

a low odor, more like the smell of wine making. Best of all, unlike traditional composting methods, you do not 

“turn” the compost and the acidic conditions of the fermenting process do not produce heat or carbon 

dioxide (CO2) greenhouse gases.   

 

The Compost Queens are hard at work educating the public about recycling food waste. They have conducted 

workshops for Green Spaces Alliance, Local Sprout Food Hub, the San Antonio Food Bank, Bexar County 

Master Gardeners, and area community and school-based garden groups. The Compost Queens offers 

residential and commercial pick-up services for residents, restaurants, and other non-profit organizations, 

giving back to them nutrient-rich soil a couple times a year to use as needed.   

 

So folks – Go Green!  To learn more about this 

amazing composting process, contact the Compost 

Queens at info@compostqueens.com 

Going Green with the Compost Queens 

 by Judith Temple, Urban Land and Water Intern 

A garden plot treated with Bokashi compost 

Compost Queens Kate Jaceldo and Betsy Gruy 

apply  “pre-compost” to a fallow garden bed 

https://www.compostqueenstx.com/
https://www.compostqueenstx.com/
mailto:info@compostqueens.com
mailto:https://www.compostqueenstx.com/
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Joint Base San Antonio –  

Readiness and Environmental Protection Integration Program 

 by Tyler Sanderson, Land Conservation & Stewardship Manager 

Green Spaces Alliance has been working with Joint Base San Antonio for almost two years on a land 

conservation project to protect encroachment of development around area military bases. The project is 

federally funded through the Readiness and Environmental Protection Integration (REPI) program. 

Funds will go towards the purchase of conservation 

easements to protect the mission of specific military bases. 

The initial project is centered on Randolph Air Force Base, 

in the City of Schertz. The area around Randolph AFB has 

seen rapid growth and subdivisions are quickly popping up. 

The project will focus on purchasing conservation 

easements on priority properties identified in the Accident 

Potential Zones (APZ) 1 and 2. These protective buffers are 

identified at the end of the four runways at Randolph and 

specific development limitations are essential based on an 

Air Installations Compatible Use Zones Study (AICUZ). 

Similar to the Edwards Aquifer Protection Program, 

Green Spaces Alliance will be the land trust working as the 

land acquisition team. We initiate conversation and negotiations with the priority land owners, conduct the 

due diligence needed for acquisition of a conservation easement, facilitate the project all the way to closing, 

and will eventually hold each conservation easement in perpetuity.  

 

This project is particularly exciting for Green Spaces Alliance 

because we have been given a chance to diversify our land 

conservation program and are protecting the mission of the 

Air Force, allowing San Antonio to continue to be “Military 

City USA.” As an urban land trust, it is important to us to 

conserve the remaining open land in Bexar County and help 

ensure intelligent growth as the City is predicted to grow to 

greater than 3 million people over the next 20 years. Our first 

conservation easement project with Joint Base San Antonio is 

under way and is expected to be complete before the end of 

2018. We have also accepted a second round REPI project to 

be centered on Lackland AFB.  

 

Green Spaces Alliance wants to thank Joint Base San Antonio and the U.S. Air Force for helping us 

make this project possible. 

 

 

A file photo of Randolph from 1942 

T-38s assigned to the 12th Flying Training Wing, 

Randolph AFB, fly over Randolph AFB. Photo by USAF 

Master Sgt. Scott Reed 

http://www.jbsa.mil/
http://www.repi.mil/
http://www.sanantonio.gov/EdwardsAquifer
http://www.jbsa.mil/
https://www.airforce.com/
http://www.jbsa.mil/
https://www.airforce.com/
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For some reason, this bird is the bane of many people’s existence. Often incorrectly 
referred to as black birds, great-tailed grackles are found across the landscape from South America to the 
Great Plains of the United States. I prefer to call them the H-E-B birds. In San Antonio, they are most 
often found in parking lots, keeping a watchful eye for dropped French fries. The most common 
complaints people have with grackles is that they poop on everything, make weird noises, and invade the 
landscape in the fall and spring. They come in large flocks and irritate the irritable. More than $1 million 
has been spent each year on the control of grackles in cities, but it is not working.

Why is grackle control not working? These birds are incredibly smart and adaptable. 
They can easily alter their habits to avoid the innovative control systems humans come up with. They are 
a very social, hard-working bird—another reason why they are prolific all across the landscape. Their tail 
is a work of art, as well as the beautiful colors in their feathers. The interesting mating ritual in the spring 
is something you might see on Planet Earth. If you can get past the noises they make and learn to 
appreciate the tropical-esque sounds, you may be able to imagine yourself on a jungle getaway. Ask 
yourself, if grackles were removed from San Antonio, would Texas still feel the same? The next time you 
have a free morning, sit on your porch with a beverage and watch the male’s efforts to entice their Latin 
lovers. It is truly nature’s entertainment. 

The Great-tailed Grackle is a protected species, so they 
cannot be killed. There are only a few non-game birds that can be killed in Texas without a permit. 
Examples are Brown-headed cowbirds, European starlings, English sparrows, feral rock doves (common 
pigeon), and Eurasian collared-doves. Grackles have extremely diverse foraging habits. They eat insects, 
lizards, eggs, fruit, grains, and even fish. They remove parasites from livestock, bugs from our car grills 
and license plates, and clean our parking lots of discarded potato chips. They are truly Texan, doing their 
own thing in a big way.  

Grackles are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918. It is a federal crime to capture, 
injure, or kill grackles (including their eggs). For more information, contact the Audubon Society. 
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Left: Female Great-tailed grackle; right: Male Great-tailed grackle - Photos courtesy Shannon Blackburn 

https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/laws-legislations/migratory-bird-treaty-act.php
http://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/great-tailed-grackle
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The arrival of spring is a reminder the annual Picture Your World Youth Nature Photography Competition 

is here. This is a juried competition and cash prizes are awarded in two age groups: 8-12 and 13-18. Applicants 

can submit up to three images for consideration. Jurors for this year’s competition are photographers Melanie 

Rush-Davis, Luis Garza, and Alexander Hilmy. The following tips will hopefully answer most questions and 

result in a successful submission process: 

 

1. The deadline for submissions is 5:00pm, Monday, April 9. 

2. Competition participation is open to all youth. Prior involvement with Picture Your World workshop 

programming is not a requirement to enter the competition. 

3. Pay attention to image sizing requirements. Winning photos will be printed, matted, and framed for 

exhibition. Therefore, images should be sized at approximately 10”x13” at 300 dpi, or a minimum of 6 

megapixels. Make sure your camera is set to large image size, or, if using a cell phone capture that the photo 

is imported at highest resolution possible. 

4. It’s okay to edit, but please use a light touch. Photos may be slightly cropped with minor adjustment to color 

and contrast but digitally altered or composite images will not be accepted. Do use a computer to edit and 

do not apply filters to images taken with a cell phone, as this will reduce the image size and make it unusable 

for printing. 

5. Photos may be of any aspect of nature in Bexar or surrounding counties. Respect for animal habitat must be 

observed. We love our pets and the animals at the zoo, but photos of domestic, restrained, or caged animals 

will not be accepted. 

6. On-line submission is a two-step process: fill out the registration and payment information and then 

email the photos to info@greensatx.org. Be sure to label the photos with your name and age. Don’t forget 

to include a photo of yourself. 

7. Mail or walk-in submissions are fine too. You can find this and all contest information on our website at 

http://greensatx.org/?p=9873 

 

We can’t wait to see your beautiful photographs. If you have any questions, e-mail Carra Garza at 

carra@greensatx.org  

 

Good luck and we will see you at the Witte Museum for our award ceremony and reception on May 17. 

Picture Your World 

 by Carra Garza, Picture Your World Program Manager 

Left and right: March weekend workshop at the Headwaters Sanctuary; center: 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students from Bonham 

Academy attending a workshop at Hardberger Park 

http://greensatx.org/eventsee/registration-2017-2018-picture-your-world-youth-photography-competition/
mailto:info@greensatx.org
http://greensatx.org/?p=9873
mailto:carra@greensatx.org
https://www.wittemuseum.org/
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Upcoming Events        
 
Thursday, March 22 Big Give 2018         All day 

Thursday, March  22 Green Spaces Office Warming & Big Give Celebration   4pm–6pm 
         Meet staff & Board, enjoy appetizers & beverages. Donate!   

Saturday, March 24  Workshop: Worm Composting Systems for Your  Home  9am–12pm  

Saturday, March 24  Green Spaces Official Tricentennial Event   10am–2pm 
         at Medina River Natural Area 

Saturday, April 7  Public Tour: Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve           9am–12pm 

Satuday, April 7  Digging for Decomposers at J.W. Helton-SA River Park 10am–12pm 

Monday, April 9  Registration Deadline: Picture Your World    5pm 
        Youth Photography Competition             

Satuday, April 14  Discover Nature at Elmendorf Lake Park    9am–12pm 

Sunday, April 15  Picture Your World at Bracken Bat Cave          1pm–4pm 

Saturday, April 21  A Tale of Two Grasses Workshop at Hardberger Park 9:30am–11:30am 

Saturday, May 5  Public Tour: Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve           9am–12pm 

Saturday, May 5  A Tale of Two Grasses Workshop at Friedrich Park  9:30am–11:30am 

Thursday, May 17  Picture Your World Youth Photo Awards Ceremony  6:30pm–8:30pm  

         at The Witte Museum 

Saturday, May 19  Secret Garden Yard Tour & Luncheon    8:00am–1:00pm 

Saturday, June 2  Public Tour: Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve           9am–12pm 

Monday, October 22 Green Spaces 20th Anniversary Celebration Gala  TBA  

         at The Witte Museum  

Saturday, November 17 Green Spaces “Run the River” 5K/10K at Solar Fest  8:00am–12:00pm 

 

GREEN SPACES ALLIANCE 

108 E. Mistletoe Ave. 

San Antonio, TX 78212 

greensatx.org 

(210)222-8430 

Your donation to  

Green Spaces Alliance  

makes a difference.  

Thank you for supporting our mission. 

Like us on Facebook  

and follow us on Twitter 

@greenspacestx 

and Instagram 

greenspacesalliance 

https://www.thebiggivesa.org/organizations/green-spaces-alliance-of-south-texas
https://www.facebook.com/events/783584151852148/
https://www.thebiggivesa.org/organizations/green-spaces-alliance-of-south-texas
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/worm-composting-systems-for-your-home/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/green-spaces-medina-river-natural-area-tricentennial-event/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/bulverde-oaks-nature-preserve-monthly-tour-april-2018/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/digging-for-decomposers/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/registration-2017-2018-picture-your-world-youth-photography-competition/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/registration-2017-2018-picture-your-world-youth-photography-competition/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/discover-nature/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/picture-your-world-weekend-workshop-7/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/a-tale-of-two-grasses-hardberger/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/bulverde-oaks-nature-preserve-monthly-tour-may-2018/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/a-tale-of-two-grasses-friedrich/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/registration-2017-2018-picture-your-world-youth-photography-competition/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/secret-garden-yard-tour-and-luncheon/
http://greensatx.org/eventsee/bulverde-oaks-nature-preserve-monthly-tour-june-2018/
http://buildsagreen.org/solar-fest/
https://greensatx.org/get-involved/wa_donate/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Green-Spaces-Alliance-of-South-Texas/38403936245
https://twitter.com/greenspacestx
http://instagram.com/greenspacesalliance/

