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GREEN SPACES ALLIANCE 
April 2018 Newsletter 

NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR 

March Madness had nothing on Green Spaces! We enjoyed so 
many fun events and workshops, we forgot basketball was in 
town!  The Phil Hardberger Park Conservancy honored Green 
Spaces at their Champions of Conservation Celebration on 
March 20th. Then we celebrated Big Give on March 22nd with 
a wonderful house warming and generous donations. Finally 
on March 24th we held Green Spaces official Tricentennial 
event at Medina River Natural Area with “Land We Love: A 
Historical and Cultural Perspective.”  Over 400 people turned 
out to learn about this Southern Bexar County gem and to 
watch Last Chance Forever, Birds of Prey with falcons, hawks, 
owls, vultures and even a Bald Eagle. John Karger always 
helps people understand the importance of nature and wild in 
our lives. One young lady, Marissa, will never forget that day! 

Don’t fret! April is also teeming with fun.  We have many 
workshops and earth day celebrations we are attending. And FIESTA! We will have Green Spaces first ever Fiesta 
medal for sale at our events and official Fiesta medal events like Pin Pandemonium on April 19th, and the SA 
Business Journal’s Mucho Medals  on April 12th. Viva Fiesta! 

In May, we continue the celebrating with workshops and a very 
special event - our second Secret Garden Tour and Luncheon, May 
19th.  This year we have chosen King William area to showcase 
beautiful native and conservation-minded landscapes, both 
residential and businesses. The tour will be from 8:30 am to 11:30 
am. Our Secret Garden Luncheon will be in an urban oasis from 
11:30 am to 1:00 pm.  The Monty & Ivy Hall will be a wonderful 
culmination to our Secret Garden Tours.  We are excited to see you 
all in our San Antonio spring time events. Viva Green Spaces!  

                                                            E. Gail Gallegos, Executive Director       Marissa with John & Kelly of Last 
Chance Forever (photo Brian Thomas) 

Photo by Michael Farquhar for the Phil Hardberger 
Park Conservancy  
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Love Fiesta and all those Medals?  
Check out our first Green Spaces Alliance Fiesta Medal – celebrating our 20th 

anniversary and San Antonio’s Tricentennial. 

The medal is a happy gardener, full of color, fruits and flowers, birds and 

bugs, designed by local artist and community garden steward, Diana Kersey. 

We are selling the Fiesta medals on our website, at all of our events, and at 

many Fiesta events like Pin Pandemonium.  

March is full of great, fun events. There are many more than mentioned here. 

Check it out: www.greenspaces/events.  

 

     Viva Fiesta! Viva San Antonio! Viva Green Spaces! 

I cannot be ‘brief’ about June Kachtik when even 
Bonnie Conner says, “June has indeed been a force 
in conservation, as long as I have known her.”  Or 
Susan Hughes regales, “I knew OF June Kachtik long 
before I personally KNEW June. June has always 
been a powerful force, although usually quiet in her 
ways. Our most significant nexus has been through 
the Bexar Land Trust, now Green Spaces Alliance of 
South Texas.” 

Since 1970 June has been deeply involved in San 
Antonio conservation.  As a member of the League 
of Women Voters, she became very interested in 
their efforts to educate the public about the need to 
protect the Edwards Aquifer.  She participated in 
Fay Sinkin’s Aquifer Protection Alliance efforts to put 
regulations in place. In 1975 she was appointed to 
the City’s Zoning Commission and served on committees related to water, land use, subdivision regulation and 
neighborhoods.  June received a Master’s of Science degree in Urban Planning and Environmental Management 
from UTSA in 1980.  That same year, she formed the San Antonio Chapter of Scenic Texas and served as president 
until 1996.  In that time the City revised its billboard regulations to decrease their number over time.  Scenic San 
Antonio planted trees along major arterials and advocated for better landscaping along highways. 

In the 1990’s June was among the many environmentalists in San Antonio who worked on critical conservation 
issues through Sustainable San Antonio. One effort led to the “Emerald Necklace” - a dream of trails circling the City 

(Continued on page 8) 

Zoe modeling the 2018 Fiesta  Medal 

Spotlight on the Board: June Kachtik 

Photo by Michael Farquhar for the Phil Hardberger Park 
Conservancy  

https://greensatx.org/shop/
https://www.facebook.com/events/197460290806344/
http://greensatx.org/events/
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Green Spaces Alliance board and staff want to send a Texas-sized virtual hug to 

everyone who took time to donate during Big Give 2018!  We had a thrilling 24-hours 

as we watched donation totals rise. Although we have fund-raising events 

throughout the year, the Big Give is always an exciting time of year for us as the 

entire city mobilizes to support charities that are making real differences in their 

lives, neighborhoods and across the region. 

We’d like to also send a special shout-out to all who were able to attend our official 

Big Give Office Warming party. It was a great opportunity for staff to meet some of 

our cherished supporters and show off our lovely Monte Vista work space. We 

shared stories, toasted successes, and shared future goals while enjoying our lovely backyard garden.  If you didn’t 

have a chance to attend our Office Warming, feel free to stop by our office at 108 East Mistletoe Avenue, meet staff, 

and get a tour of this old home and its relaxing grounds. Don’t forget to pick up a Fiesta medal while you’re here! 

These limited edition medals are selling like wildfire, so get yours soon! Medals are on sale on our website, at our 

office, and at Green Spaces Alliance events. Check our calendar to find an upcoming event near you. 

Seed Money 

Planting time is here! Are you looking for seeds and wanting to help create 

positive change at the same time? Renee’s Garden and Green Spaces Alliance 

are partnering to grow cash donations. It’s simple, easy and quick. Renee’s 

Garden is run by gardeners for gardeners. They only use non-GMO varieties and 

offer a wide selection of new, exciting and unusual seed choices of time-tested 

heirlooms, certified organic seeds and the best international hybrids and fine 

open-pollinated varieties.  

To use this special promotion, when placing your order with Renee’s Garden 

(https://www.reneesgarden.com/), include the code FR712B in the coupon code 

box on the checkout page. Renee’s Garden will donate 25% of that sale to Green 

Spaces Alliance.  

A Bountiful BIG GIVE!     
   by Kathy Hamilton, Development and Outreach Manager 

https://www.reneesgarden.com/
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When Rain Become a Dirty Word 
by Karen Bishop, Executive Services Supervisor at San Antonio River Authority 

Between rain events, the San Antonio River and its tributaries are usually within state standards for E. coli 
bacteria and other pollutants.  However, during and after rains, E. coli bacterial levels spike.   

According to the EPA, San Antonio is not unique in this problem.  The leading remaining threat to our nation’s 
rivers and streams is what scientists call ‘non-point source pollution’ in storm water runoff.  This is rain - rain that 
flows across hard surfaces, picks up pollutants, then flows into street-level storm drains, and carried through 
pipes until it is discharged into streams and rivers without any water quality treatment. 

What can we do to curb this flow of pollutants?   

Low Impact Development (LID) is a land planning and 
engineering design approach to managing storm water 
runoff as close to where the rain falls as possible.  Rain 
gardens, rain harvesting cisterns, and permeable pavement 
are three of the most common LID practices that can be 
used on both residential and commercial properties. 

The key goals of LID can be summed up in three phrases:  
Slow It Down.  Spread It Out.  Sink It In.   

In other words, manage rain on-site as the resource it is 
rather than as a waste product to be shed from properties 
as quickly as possible and sent via street and pipe out of 
our community and toward the Gulf.   

What can you do?   

Walk your property.  If downspouts are carrying roof runoff to your paved 
driveway, install an elbow joint and redirect that runoff to planted areas.  
Gardens with native plants work best, because their adapted deep root 
systems create pathways for water to travel through the soil.  Many native 
plants even uptake pollutants.   

If you are interested in doing more, consider replacing mounded gardens 
with rain gardens.  The San Antonio River Authority’s website, www.sara-
tx.org, has four short videos and other information on how to size and place 
your rain garden. 

Take it a step further by installing a rain barrel, a larger rain harvesting 
cistern, or a permeable pave system for your sidewalk, patio, and/or 
driveway.  Be sure to take before and after photos and share them with 
Green Spaces Alliance and/or the San Antonio River Authority! 

Karen Bishop also serves as Green Spaces Alliance Vice President. 

 

Guenther Bio-retention Photo courtesy of SARA 

Photo courtesy of SARA 

http://www.sara-tx.org
http://www.sara-tx.org
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CRIME:  Chinese Tallow spreads very quickly into nearby areas through seed and root sprouts. It can form 
dense thickets which displace other plants, altering the ecosystem. It is s a prolific seeder and its seeds are 
spread by wind, water, birds and other animals. Its large roots can run at and near the ground surface for 
long distances, giving rise to numerous root sprouts that become large trees and create dense thickets. It is 
adapted to a wide variety of soil, moisture, and light conditions. It grows well on the edges of woodlands 
and forests, and the open spaces of grasslands and prairies. It proliferates in moist soil conditions along 

streams, rivers and bottomlands. Once established, it is 
extremely difficult to eradicate. It is identified by the 
Texas Department of Agriculture as a Noxious Weed, 
meaning that it has been identified as having serious 
potential to cause economic or ecological harm to the 
state. Natural areas in central, east and south Texas are 
being inundated with this non-native tree including our 
beloved Hill Country and coastal prairie ecosystems. 

HOW TO SPOT: A medium to large tree when mature, 
and most easily recognized in the fall by the bright 
yellow and red colors of the leaves. It is deciduous and 
can grow to a height of 60 feet and reach 3 feet in 
diameter. The leaves are arranged alternately on 
branches and have broadly ovate leaf blades with 
rounded bases. The fruit is a three-lobed capsule about 

half an inch in size, and the seeds are covered with a 
waxy coating. Seeds are usually visible during fall and 

winter. This tree is also known as “popcorn tree” because the seeds have an appearance of popped corn 
when ripe.  Though no longer sold in the nursery trade, it can be found in many residential yards and 
continues to proliferate. 

HOW TO CAPTURE:  Homeowners can help mitigate the spread of this 
species into Texas’ natural areas by removing it from their landscape. 
The seedlings and small trees are easy to hand pull. The most effective 
removal for larger trees is by cutting the stem close to the ground in the 
spring before fruit production and selectively painting the stump with 
an appropriate herbicide for the site conditions. Stump painting should 
occur immediately after cutting.  Triclopyr herbicide such as 20% Garlon 
4 in oil is recommended as a stump treatment at any time or as a basal 
bark application in late summer. If working in or near water, an aquatic 
approved herbicide should be used. Mowing and prescribed burning 
have been effective for large areas of infestation. 

NATIVE ALTERNATIVE TREE:  Bigtooth Maple (Acer grandidentatum) is a small to medium deciduous tree 
with beautiful fall colors of yellows and reds. 
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Tallow leaves turn vivid golds and reds in the fall. 
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Bracken Bat Cave Preserve 

On Sunday, April 15, Picture Your World will wrap up it’s workshop season at 
Bracken Cave Preserve. Bracken Cave is the summer home of more than 15 
million Mexican free-tailed bats (Tadarida brasiliensis), making it the world's 
largest bat colony and one of the largest concentrations of mammals on 
earth. The emergence of these millions of bats as they spiral out of the cave at 
dusk for their nightly insect hunt is an unforgettable sight.    

Located less than 20 miles from downtown San Antonio, the cave has come 
under increasing threat from urbanization. If not for the generous donations 
of BCI's members and friends, the cave and its remarkable bats likely would 
have been engulfed by subdivisions.   

Come explore this south Texas jewel and learn about bats and the importance 
of habitat conservation at this special Picture Your World Workshop.    
Advance registration is highly recommended.  Visit Green Spaces Alliance 
website for registration and more information. 

 

Want to find out which city is the wildest? 

Be a part of a global challenge to see which city can document the most native wildlife species. Cities around the 
world will compete on April 27 – 30, 2018 to see which urban area has the most nature and the most engaged 
residents.  Join local events or make observations on your own using the iNaturalist app and help San Antonio win 
the City Nature Challenge in 2018!   For more information go to www.tpwd.texas.gov/naturechallenge or learn 
more about how you can participate.  You can also contact the Texas Nature Trackers program at 
tracker@tpwd.texas.gov with any questions.  Let’s find some nature! 

Picture Your World Photography Programs 
   by Carra Garza, Picture Your World Program Manager 

Photography makes the ordinary extraordinary. San Antonio River headwaters. 

“SMILE!”  from Spring Elementary! 

https://greensatx.org/eventsee/registration-2017-2018-picture-your-world-youth-photography-competition/
http://www.tpwd.texas.gov/naturechallenge
mailto:tania.homayoun@tpwd.texas.gov
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 Mitchell Lake Migratory Bird Fest 

Saturday, May 12, 9am-2pm 

Mitchell Lake Audubon Center, 10750 Pleasanton Rd. 

 

Secret Garden Tour and Luncheon (register here) 

Saturday, May 19, 8:30am-1:30pm 

King William District 

 

20th Anniversary Celebration Gala 

Wednesday, October 10, 6pm-9:30pm 

Hardberger Park Urban Ecology Center, Gathering Hall 

Public Tours: Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve 

Every 1st Saturday, 9am-12pm 

April 7, May 5, June 2 

On Judson Rd. outside Loop 1604 

 

Digging for Decomposers (S.A. Parks & Recreation) 

Saturday, April 7, 9:30am-12:00pm 

Helton River Park, 15662 FM 775, Floresville 

 

Ollas for Water Conservation Workshop 

Sunday, April 8, 2pm-4pm 

Green Spaces Alliance, 108 E Mistletoe Ave 

 

Registration Deadline for Picture Your World Contest 

Monday, April 9, 5:00pm 

Green Spaces Alliance, 108  E Mistletoe Ave 

 

Discover Nature  (S.A. Parks & Recreation)  

Saturday, April 14, 9am-12pm 

Elmendorf Lake Park, 3700 W Commerce 

 

2nd Annual Mahncke Park Community Garden Party 

Saturday, April 14, 10:30am-1:30pm 

330 Funston Place 

 

Picture Your World—Bracken Bat Cave 

Sunday, April 15, 1pm-4pm 

Bracken Cave Preserve, 26101 FM 3009 

 

San Antonio College Earth Day Event 

Wednesday, April 18, 9am-1pm 

SAC Campus, Loftin Student Center Mall, 1819 N. Main 

 

Earth Day Event at Woodlawn Lake 

Saturday, April 21, 10am-3pm 

Woodlawn Lake, 1103 Cincinnati Ave. 

 

A Tale of Two Grasses Workshop—Crownridge Canyon 

Saturday, May 5, 9:30am-11:30am 

Crownridge Canyon Natural Area, 7222 Luskey Blvd. 

 

Purchase our Fiesta medals at our office 

(108 E Mistletoe Ave), at our ONLINE SHOP, 

or at these Fiesta events: 

Muchos Medals—SA Business Journal 

Wednesday, April 11, 6:30pm-9pm 

Pearl Studio & Breezeway, 200 E Grayson St. 

 

Fiesta Fiesta Pin Pandemonium 

Thursday, April 19, 4pm-9pm 

Hemisfair Park 

Green Spaces Alliance 
Upcoming Events & Fiesta Medal Sales 

https://greensatx.org/events/
https://greensatx.org/shop/


now known as The Howard W. Peak Greenway Trails System.  Another is the transformation by the San Antonio 
Water System and volunteers of an area on the south side of San Antonio to a waterfowl sanctuary managed as the 
Mitchell Lake Audubon Center. She became the first chairman of the City’s newly created Open Space Advisory 
Board in 1990.  It developed an Open Space Plan, which supported the creation of Government Canyon Natural 
Area, among other topics. She also served on the Watershed and Floodplain Committee which developed a 
comprehensive approach to flood control between the City of San Antonio, Bexar County and the San Antonio River 
Authority.  In 1998 the Bexar Land Trust, Inc. was formed, with June as president for its first 6 years.  In 2013 she 
rejoined the organization, now called Green Spaces Alliance of South Texas and was president in 2014 - 2015, then 
Vice President from 2016 - 2017. As a board member of the San Antonio Conservation Society, she assisted the 
Society in their efforts to establish the Brackenridge Park Conservancy in 2008 and served as the board’s first 
president.  Between 2005 and 2012, June was a board member of the Texas Land Trust Council.  She has also 
recently been appointed to the City’s Planning Commission.  

How does she do it all? Only June knows. But we will close with a couple more quotes. Mayor Ron Nirenberg states, 
“Her general optimistic outlook on public policy in perhaps the one area of life that should have the least amount of 
it currently - the environment.  She’s a treasure for our district and for our region, for sure.” And Charles Bartlett 
proclaims, “June has been a leader in the conservation movement in Central Texas, and statewide, for decades. We 
are all so proud of her many accomplishments!” Yes we are, June!  Thank you for all you do! 

Photo credits:  Michael Farquhar for the Phil Hardberger Park Conservancy  

(Continued from page 2) 

 

GREEN SPACES ALLIANCE 

108 E. Mistletoe Ave. 

San Antonio, TX 78212 

greensatx.org 

(210)222-8430 

Your donation to  

Green Spaces Alliance  

makes a difference.  

Thank you for supporting our mission. 

Like us on Facebook  

and follow us on Twitter 

@greenspacestx 

and Instagram 

greenspacesalliance 

Spotlight on the Board: June Kachtik 

Hot Off The Press – Baby 

News! 
 

Green Spaces Alliance board, land committee and 

staff proudly congratulate Land Conservation  and 

Stewardship Manager, Tyler Sanderson and his wife, 

Emma Trester-Wilson, on the birth of their first child, the 

beautiful Delia Sue Sanderson on March 26, 2018.   

A perfect addition to an already beautiful family! 

https://greensatx.org/get-involved/wa_donate/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Green-Spaces-Alliance-of-South-Texas/38403936245
https://twitter.com/greenspacestx
http://instagram.com/greenspacesalliance/

