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GREEN SPACES ALLIANCE 
May 2018 Newsletter 

A Note from Gail — E. Gail Gallegos, Executive Director  

Spring is such a joy in San Antonio. Fiesta, flowers, food, & fun!  Our 

Tricentennial Fiesta is now behind us. Let’s get ready for the great events 

in May. Saturday, May 5th, will be our official Tricentennial birthday, and 

will be the grand opening of the San Antonio River Authority’s San 

Pedro Creek Culture Park, www.spcproject.org.  The San Pedro Creek is 

extremely significant—it was the focal point of the first settlements of 

San Antonio de Béxar in 1718. Partnering with Bexar County and the City of San Antonio, the San Antonio 

River Authority (SARA) have created a vibrant first segment that includes a restored creek, spectacular local art 

installations, and an urban space for people to see and enjoy nature. Congratulations SARA on such a beautiful 

and successful first segment of San Pedro Creek Culture Park!  

 

The best event in May will be the Green Spaces’ 2nd annual Secret Garden 

Tour & Luncheon, Saturday May 19th, in the beautiful and unique King 

William Historic District.   

The Secret Garden Tour will be from 8:30 am – 11:30 am, and involve walking, 

biking, or driving to see some wonderful landscapes using native, ‘Texas 

friendly’ and conservation minded plants for our South Texas climate.   

The Secret Garden Luncheon will be from 11:30 am – 1:00 pm at 

the cool urban garden oasis The Monty & Ivy Hall, 1127 S St. 

Mary's Street.   

This year, we have more than doubled the number of landscapes 

in our tour. We have 12 distinctive yards, one business, and one urban park that 

you will get to see, walk through, and learn about. We will have plant experts 

who can help you identify, learn, and offer advice. The goal of our Secret Garden 

Tour is to help San Antonians realize that a yard does not have to be a plot of 

grass. It can have color, diversity, attract birds & butterflies, and save water as well! The goal of the Secret 

Garden Luncheon is to have fun, learn more about water saving gardens & lansdcapes, and motivate you to go 

make those changes in your own little corner of Texas heaven.                                              (Continued on page 2)                                                                                                        

Photo credit: San Antonio River Authority 

Photo credit: Lee Marlowe, San 

Antonio River Authority, 2018 

http://www.spcproject.org/
https://greensatx.org/featured-event/
https://greensatx.org/featured-event/
https://www.facebook.com/montyandivy/
https://www.facebook.com/montyandivy/
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(Continued from page 1) 

We are blessed to have Milberger's Gardening South Texas radio show live on 

location at The Monty, from 12 pm – 2 pm on News Talk 930 KLUP. Milton 

Glueck, Dr. Calvin Finch, and Dr. Jerry Parsons will be there answering all 

your garden questions, as you  enjoy a delicious garden party spread from Tim 

the Girl. We will also have a nice silent auction at the Secret Garden  

Luncheon. Tickets to Secret Garden Tour are $25 per person or $20 for 

members of Green Spaces Alliance. Tickets to the Secret Garden Tour & 

Luncheon are $100 per person or $80 for members. This is one event you 

should be sure to attend!   

Special Thank You to Albert Fernandez, Alan Cash, 

Jessie Simpson, Mary Nethery, Monika Perez-Moad, 

Penny Boyer, Calvin Finch, Milton Glueck, Charles 

Martelli, Jodi Williams Thomas, and Karen Bishop for 

all the assistance! 

I met the dynamic Karen Bishop in 2006 as we began planning the first-ever  

nature festival in San Antonio. I was managing Medina River Natural Area and she 

was with the San Antonio River Authority (SARA). She is still with SARA, and is 

now Senior Supervisor for the new Stormwater Unit in the Environmental Sciences  

Department for SARA. She grew this program from the Sustainable Watersheds  

Implementation Program and Low Impact Development (LID) work she helped  

create and lead. Karen has fifteen years’ experience with SARA. She has skillfully 

managed numerous education and outreach projects designed to improve the health 

of the San Antonio River Basin, including the 2013 San Antonio Low Impact  

Development Design Competition project. Karen is the 2013 recipient of the  

American Public Works Association– Texas Chapter–  

Sustainability Practices Award. Karen is actively involved in 

many boards, alliances, and non-profits, and she has extensive  

leadership and consensus-building skills. She is a strong and  

active advocate for sustainable land development practices,  

having linked private sector resources with sustainability-focused non-profit start-up needs. 

Karen is an expert in promoting sustainable land development practices to government  

employees, universities, engineers and developers, chambers of commerce, community 

groups, and others with influence. Karen has been on the Green Spaces Board of Directors 

since March 2017, and was voted Vice President in January 2018. Hailing from Tennessee, 

Karen is an avid naturalist and goes hiking with friends at every opportunity. Secret skill– 

she is also a wonderful painter and artist. Karen lives her passion for nature through her 

chosen profession, her ardent support of Green Spaces Alliance and other environmental organizations, and in 

her own personal beautiful landscaping. She is a role model to us all. Thank you for serving us so well!  

Spotlight on the Board: Karen L. Bishop, Vice President 

 by E. Gail Gallegos, Executive Director 

Photo credits: Lee Marlowe,  

San Antonio River Authority, 2018 

Karen Bishop in her element 

An original Karen 

Bishop painting 

http://www.milbergernursery.com/
https://930amtheanswer.com/radioshow/678
http://timthegirl.com/
http://timthegirl.com/
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Membership and More 

 by Kathy Hamilton, Development and Outreach Manager 

Who are the members of Green Spaces Alliance? The answer to that question reflects the diversity of not 

only our supporters, but the diversity of our city as well. We are students, retirees, gardeners, community 

leaders, immigrants, parents, transplants from other states and long established families in the area. We 

represent all ethnic, socio-economic and religious groups in San Antonio. Our common bond is our desire to 

create positive change by sustaining the natural environment and enhancing our urban spaces through land 

conservation, community engagement, and education.  

 

Through the generosity and support of our members, Green Spaces Alliance is able to continue to sustain 

our efforts throughout the community. Your annual or monthly membership helps us carry on with our 

current areas of focus and plan the development of new programs. We are working hard to make life better 

not just for our members, but for all residents of the San Antonio area.  

 

You can help us reach our goals by continuing to support us through your membership and attending our 

events. Members are eligible for special discounts on many events throughout the year and receive our 

monthly newsletter filled with our latest updates, events, tips, and plans for the future. Spread the word about 

Green Spaces Alliance to your friends and family. For more information on membership levels, visit our 

website at: https://greensatx.org/get-involved/memberships/ 

 

Mark your calendars now because our next big fundraising event is 

quickly approaching – the Secret Garden Tour & Luncheon on 

Saturday, May 19. This year we will be in the King William Historic 

District, offering a rare chance to visit private, residential, and 

business gardens and landscapes. Docents will be on hand to talk 

about native plants, landscape architecture, and water conservation 

during the tour from 8:30 am - 11:30 am. Following the tour, we are 

holding a luncheon at The Monty & Ivy Hall, an oasis in the city. 

Space is limited, so it’s important to reserve your tickets now. 

Don’t miss your chance to see these gorgeous gardens and 

landscapes up close and personal! And do not forget to bring your 

camera along so that you can capture ideas for your own private green space.  

 

Although Fiesta has come to a close, we still have a few Green 

Spaces Alliance Fiesta medals for sale. These limited edition 

medals were designed for us by local artist and gardener, Diana 

Kersey. Christine, our happy gardener, is surrounded by colorful 

flowers, fruits, birds and bugs. While they last, you can 

purchase a Fiesta medal online or at our events. Fiesta 

medals purchased online can be picked up at our office in 

Monte Vista, located at 108 East Mistletoe Avenue, San 

Antonio, 78212.  

Our 20th anniversary Fiesta medal. Photo credits: Shannon Blackburn 

(left); Kathy Hamilton (right) 

https://greensatx.org/get-involved/memberships/
https://greensatx.org/get-involved/memberships/
http://greensatx.org/featured-event/
https://www.facebook.com/montyandivy/
http://greensatx.org/featured-event/
http://www.kerseyceramics.com/
http://www.kerseyceramics.com/
https://greensatx.org/product/green-spaces-alliance-2018-fiesta-medal/
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Land Conservation—A Legacy for Our Future 

 by Tyler Sanderson, Land Conservation & Stewardship Manager 

The Alamo Area Master Naturalist group that has adopted Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve had a well-
deserved field trip and outing to Green Spaces Alliance’s Lockett preserve in Kendalia. The day was 
organized as an appreciation for all of their hard work for us. They had the opportunity to see new plants and 
flowers, take a scenic walk and enjoy a camp lunch. THANK YOU AAMN TEXAS NATIVE 
TRAILBLAZERS! 

 
 
 

Top left & top center: Lace cactus (Echinocereus reichenbachii spp.) flowering. Photo credit: Herb Goerner; top right: Land 

Conservation and Stewardship Manager, Tyler Sanderson, installing the rustic “Lockett” sign. Photo credit: Herb Goerner 

Left: Antelope horn milkweed (Asclepias asperula) was abundant. Photo 

credit: Gary Rogers; bottom right: The newest member of the Texas Native 

Trailblazers, Delia Sue Sanderson, was honored back at camp. Photo credit: 

Gary Rogers 

Bottom left: AAMN Texas Native Trailblazers crew 

overlooking the Guadalupe River valley. Photo credit: Gary 

Rogers 

https://txmn.org/alamo/
https://greensatx.org/venues/bulverde-oaks-nature-preserve/
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This article courtesy of San Antonio Water System (SAWS) 
Landscaping Au Naturel 

 by Mark Peterson, SAWS Conservation Project Coordinator Manager 

Want to save a ton of water (and have a little extra free time on your hands)? Garden in harmony with the area’s natural 
conditions. 
 
Xeriscape (xeris is Greek for dry) was coined in 1981 by Denver Water and refers to the principles of 
matching low maintenance landscape with low water usage. 
 
But don’t be mistaken—low maintenance and low water use 
don’t necessarily equate to a landscape of rocks, cactus, agaves, 
synthetic turf and decomposed granite. Although, all of these 
things could be incorporated into a xeriscape. 
 
Instead of trying to bend your landscape to a concept that 
requires copious amounts of water and fertilizer to make it thrive, 
xeriscape works in harmony with the region’s natural conditions. 
 
Let’s take a look at what xeriscape really is… 
 
Planning & Design 
Consider aspect, shade, slope, soil, and existing and desired species. Always have in the back of your mind the 
goal of one third lawn, one third beds, and one third pervious patio or deck. 
 
Soil amendments 
Soil holds moisture. The more soil, the less supplemental water needed. One way to increase water-holding 
capacity is compost. Add one inch of compost to the soil. Expanded shale, while not organic, is excellent for 
heavy clay soils. 
 
Efficient irrigation 
Of course, the most efficient irrigation is rain. The second best is a hose. Let this sink in: an in-ground 
irrigation system will use 50 percent more water — 70 percent in the summer — than a hose-end sprinkler or 
hand held hose. 
 
Appropriate plant selection 
Drought-tolerant, native or well-adapted plants should make up the bulk of your landscape. Go to  
http://plants.gardenstylesanantonio.com/ for an extensive list of plant options. 
 
Mulch 
Two inches of mulch–whether organic like woodchips or organic like river rock–is sufficient. Very xeric 
plants prefer limited mulch. 
 
Limited turf 
It’s really simple. Lawns uses an inordinate amount water. Therefore, reduce the size of lawns. The 
recommendation of weekly mowing suddenly becomes much easier. 
 
Appropriate maintenance 
Excessive pruning and fertilization does more harm than good. I am going to keep it simple–mow weekly, 
prune perennials no more than three times a year, prune trees once every 5 years, and fertilize once a year or 
use compost in spring and fall. 
 
A xeriscape is limited lawn, native flowering perennials and shrubs with no more than 2 inches of mulch, 
pervious patios or decks. 
 
To visualize a true xeriscape, I suggest standing in the parking lot of Friedrich Wilderness Park and look to 
the hillsides. See other great xeriscape examples at WaterSaver Lane at the San Antonio Botanical Garden. 

Photo credit: San Antonio Water System (SAWS)  

http://www.saws.org/
http://plants.gardenstylesanantonio.com/
http://fosana.org/portfolio_page/emilie-and-albert-friedrich-wilderness-park/
http://www.sabot.org/the-garden/watersaver-garden-and-watersaver-lane/
http://www.sabot.org/the-garden/watersaver-garden-and-watersaver-lane/
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by Tyler Sanderson, Land Conservation & Stewardship Manager

Domesticated hogs released or escaped to the wild by settlers 
in the 18th and 19th centuries started a 
widespread problem throughout Texas and 
much of the United States. It is difficult to 
observe, but there is an estimated population in 
Texas of over 2.5 million, more than 1/3 the 
nation’s feral hogs, with continual expansion. 
There are many reasons why feral hogs are so widespread. Recurrent release 
of domestic hogs, which can turn feral in a matter of months, improved 

habitat, and removal or decline of predators are a few of those reasons. One 
major reason is their ability to reproduce. They can begin breeding at six 
months of age and only take around 4 months to gestate, potentially 

allowing two litters a year which can range in size from 1-12 piglets.  

Feral hogs can be a major threat to the ecosystem. They can negatively affect native plant communities, 
outcompete other wildlife for resources, prey on small or young wildlife, and spread disease to livestock 
and other wildlife. They are capable of major disturbances in the land as shown in the photo below. 
Groups of hogs, or sounders, can move in and root up large patches of gardens, lawns, crops or forest 
overnight. This is a huge problem for land managers and farmers, causing $500 million worth of damage 
per year throughout Texas. These sounders are also a threat to water quality. Living in and around water 
sources, they defecate in and along the waterways and use them as mud pits to wallow in.  

Hogs are generally nocturnal, making them difficult to spot. There are several signs of 
hogs in the landscape. These signs include: foot prints (similar to deer but wider and more rounded 
hooves), trails (often low to the ground in dense brush), rubs (mud or scrapes on a tree), wallowing 
(mud pits where they roll and root in), droppings, rooting and grubbing of the ground, and hair left 
behind on fence wires.  

There are a few methods of removing hogs from the landscape. Depending 
where the land is, there are organizations that may assist in their removal. It is important to do your 
research before beginning a hog eradication program. Euthanizing feral hogs can be done year round 
but it requires a hunting license to do so. There is an open season on hogs but hunters and trappers 
must adhere to their local laws. There are many styles of traps but it takes time to ensure good trapping 

methods. If trapping, make sure you take steps to 
minimize trapping other wildlife.  
 
The San Antonio River Authority lent Green Spaces 
Alliance a 30 ft. diameter corral trap to be use on our 
Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve. Examples of that 
trap are below. It is important to remember that hogs 
have adapted to their environment. Hunting, snaring 
and trapping may keep their population in check but 
they have a wide range and new sounders could 

always repopulate, making complete eradication extremely difficult.  
 
For more information: Contact the San Antonio River Authority feral hog management program, refer 
to Texas Parks and Wildlife, or contact your local AgriLife Extension office.  
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Top left & right: Feral 

hogs on game cameras 

Feral hog trap at Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve 

https://www.sara-tx.org/?s=feral+hog
https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/nuisance/feral_hogs/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/
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May brings us to the end of another busy and successful season of weekend workshops and elementary  

programming. This school year, Picture Your World conducted 29 photography workshops connecting 529 

youth to a transformative experience in nature! Following a short photography lesson, armed with digital  

cameras, participants capture the natural world from all angles and perspectives. Picture Your World  

workshops provide a unique occasion to learn about art, digital media, and the environment of South Texas 

while enjoying the great outdoors. Because the programming follows the school calendar to best represent the 

needs of our youth audience, the program will be on hiatus during the summer. Picture Your World  

programming will resume in September for the 2018-2019 season. The calendar of workshops and events will 

be announced in August.   

 

On Thursday, May 17 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., The Witte Museum will host our annual awards ceremony and  

reception. This annual end of season event honors winners and participants in the city-wide juried nature  

photography competition. Prizes and awards will be given in two age groups; 8-12 and 13-18. The thirty  

winning photos will be on display and will be exhibited throughout the summer at REI, San Antonio.  

 

 

Recent Events Photo Diary: 

 

Picture Your World Youth Photography Program 

 by Carra Garza, Picture Your World Program Manager 

Top & bottom right:  Attendees of the Girl’s Inc., Workshop at 

HEB Foundation Camp in Leakey, Texas 

Top & bottom left: Participants of the Bracken Cave 

Preserve weekend workshop explore with their cameras 
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Upcoming Events        
Every 1st Saturday: Public Tour: Bulverde Oaks Nature Preserve           9am - 12pm 

   May 5, June 2, July 7, Aug. 4, Sept. 1, Oct. 6 

Saturday, May 5    A Tale of Two Grasses – Crownridge Canyon Park   9:30am - 11:30am 

Saturday, May 12  Mitchell Lake Migratory Bird Fest & Native Plant Sale  9am - 2pm 

Thursday, May 17  Picture Your World Awards Ceremony & Reception  6:30pm - 8:30pm 

                                                 at the Witte Museum 

Saturday, May 19  Secret Garden Tour & Luncheon     8:30am - 1pm 

Wednesday, October 10 Green Spaces 20th Anniversary Celebration Gala   6pm - 9:30pm  

    at Phil Hardberger Park Urban Ecology Center 

Saturday, November 17 Green Spaces 5k/10k Run the River    9:30am - 11am  

    at Solar Fest (10am - 4pm)  

 

GREEN SPACES ALLIANCE 

108 E. Mistletoe Ave. 

San Antonio, TX 78212 

greensatx.org 

(210)222-8430 

Your donation to  

Green Spaces Alliance  

makes a difference.  

Thank you for supporting our mission. 

Like us on Facebook  

and follow us on Twitter 

@greenspacestx 

and Instagram 

greenspacesalliance 

"Ollas" are fired clay pots that are buried in the ground 
and filled with water that seeps through the porous walls. 
Ollas provide consistent and constant water to plants  
living nearby. They move water to where plants need 
them (their roots), without any waste from evaporation. 

On Sunday, April 8th, Diana 
Kersey held a 2-hour workshop 
about clay pot irrigation. The  
participants built the "ready-
made" flowerpot irrigation olla, 
and then worked some wet clay to 
create whimsical, nature inspired 
decorative knobs that attached to the lid of each new olla.  
 
Our presenter, Diana Kersey has taught ceramics, drawing, and design at the Southwest 
School of Art, San Antonio College, Palo Alto College and Northwest Vista College. She 
has operated her business, Kersey Ceramics, for over a decade, producing functional 
pottery, architectural ceramics, public art, and irrigation ollas.  To see examples of  
Diana’s fantastic, whimsical pieces go to https://www.instagram.com/diana.kersey/ 
If you missed the April class, contact Green Spaces Alliance to request another ollas-

making class for later in the year: intern@greensatx.org 

Ollas for Water Conservation Workshop 

 by Judith Temple, Urban Land and Water Intern 

Diana Kersey and the Ollas Workshop participants 

Diana Kersey 

https://greensatx.org/venues/bulverde-oaks-nature-preserve/
https://greensatx.org/eventsee/bulverde-oaks-nature-preserve-monthly-tour-may-2018/
https://greensatx.org/eventsee/bulverde-oaks-nature-preserve-monthly-tour-june-2018/
https://greensatx.org/eventsee/bulverde-oaks-nature-preserve-monthly-tour-july-2018/
https://greensatx.org/eventsee/bulverde-oaks-nature-preserve-monthly-tour-august-2018/
https://greensatx.org/eventsee/bulverde-oaks-nature-preserve-monthly-tour-september-2018/
https://greensatx.org/eventsee/bulverde-oaks-nature-preserve-monthly-tour-october-2018/
https://greensatx.org/eventsee/a-tale-of-two-grasses-crownridge-canyon-park/
https://greensatx.org/eventsee/mitchell-lake-migratory-bird-fest-native-plant-sale/
https://greensatx.org/featured-event/
https://greensatx.org/eventsee/green-spaces-alliances-20th-anniversary-celebration-gala/
https://greensatx.org/eventsee/green-spaces-run-the-river-5k-10k-at-solar-fest/
http://buildsagreen.org/solar-fest/
https://greensatx.org/get-involved/wa_donate/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Green-Spaces-Alliance-of-South-Texas/38403936245
https://twitter.com/greenspacestx
http://instagram.com/greenspacesalliance/
http://www.kerseyceramics.com/
https://www.instagram.com/diana.kersey/
mailto:intern@greensatx.org

